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Traditional markets have played an essential role in the distribution of 

quality products to people and have been a symbol of authentic urban 

commerce. First as outdoor places and later as covered structures they 

have survived to changes in society, playing a social, cultural, urban, and 

economically important role. However, due to the change in context, 

digital socialization and the emergence of new shopping spaces, markets 

became a mere attraction only to low income people. For this, it is 

important to identify the dimensions that affect the functioning of the 

market and propose a way to revitalize the traditional market preserving its 

spirit and corresponding to the requests of the modern consumer.  

 

The project Al-Marj Market is a case study on the “Monday Market” that is 

held in Al- Marj town in Lebanon and touches on issues such as rethinking 

of the roles of markets in the urban structure as the new type of social area, 

supporting urban traditions and being the exchanging medium between 

communities economically and socially.  

 

The aspiration pursued is a reversible structure, flexible showcasing spaces, 

maximum public area, and the least impact on the site. As a result, the new 

market enhances the public setting by forming a dynamic shaded canopy, 

organizing the spaces beneath, both visually and environmentally.  

The canopy’s form is derived from a playful movement of light and shadow 

built from steel fins, and providing shade, natural ventilation, and an 

ephemeral appearance. The inferior level embraces adaptability, 

openness and visual connections with other levels and surroundings.  

 

The project is designed in a way to connect with its surroundings and stand 

out as a landmark for the town at the same time. For this reason, the 

adjacent valley is extended to the site as a public park for the residents who 

lack any green space. At the same time, the canopy acts as a shading 

element for the market that is intentionally designed as an outdoor space 

to preserve its spirit and serves as a second elevated public area stretching 

out to the village and inviting people in. 

 

 


