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WATER PAVILION

The water pavilion’s intention is to put the relationship of water in Geiranger and the seven sisters waterfall 
into focus. The Pavilion is placed directly on the opposite of the fjord from The seven sisters and a 100m up 
giving a perfect vantage point over the waterfalls. This site is also placed directly on the waterfall Friaren 
which serves as a reference point to viewing the 7sisters. By being in close proximity to a waterfall one 
experiences not only the visual aspect of falling water but also its raw power, its haze, its smell and touch 
creating a multi sensory experience instead of a mere visual one. The power of water is one intended 
message as it is responsible for the fjords characteristics. The intent is to make the visitor reflect on how 
glaciers and water flows have over time have carved the landscape to what it is now. The pavilion itself 
references the water’s erosion by being shaped as a U valley with water flowing through it and over the 
viewing platform. The water flowing over the roof additionally creates a view of The Seven Sisters with a 
small waterfall as reference in the foreground. The roof also serves a viewing platform with seating in the 
opposite direction towards the Skageflåfossen. In terms of materials the intention is to fit in with the sur-
rounding gray rock with a naturally weathered gray wood structure and steel roofing.

CONTEMPLATION IN TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE
Spaces for meditation and contemplation have in many cultures used a specific aspect of na-
ture as a focus point for ones meditation or contemplation. These spaces are often dedicated to 
spirits that are represented in nature or for the nature itself, and serve to bring focus on a specific 
aspect of site’s nature. 
 
MY APPROACH
This approach to meditative spaces in traditional architecture can be utilized in a modern and 
secular context in terms of dedicating spaces to one aspect of the site’s nature rather than its 
entirety. By dividing the entirety of Geirangers nature into isolated subjects one can create a 
deeper understanding of that given subject than if one focused on its entirety.

FOCUS POINT 
Geiranger’s Nature is defined by many aspects but I have chosen to work with its two most pre-
dominant aspects: Geiranger’s verticality in the form of its mountains and fjord walls, while on 
the other hand its relationship to water through the shaping of the landscape and its presence in 
the fjords and waterfalls. Given more time additional pavilions dedicated to different aspects of 
Geiranger’s nature would be preferable. 
  
SITE 
The placement of my contemplative spaces are in relation to the popular Skagaflå track and 
serve to improve the experience form the track’s point of view by creating multiple smaller ex-
periences distributed along the track rather than one large. Considering the entire experience 
of the track I have moved the starting point 1km further away from its initial starting point directly 
opposite of The Seven Sisters waterfall. This is done in order to create a more grand beginning as 
well as being a perfect location for the water pavilion given the proximity to Friaren waterfall. The 
mountain pavilion is set near  Homlungsætra on the tracks largest drop of 500m.

MOUNTAIN PAVILION
 
The intent at the mountain pavilion is for the visitor to focus on and experience the verticality of Geirang-
er’s nature. When approaching the pavilion through the low birch forest the view through the trees to a 
small mountain-like structure. At its entrance the pavilion frames the view of the mountain Geitfonnegga 
on the opposing side of the fjord with a black vertical frame. The black vertical interior works like a cam-
era creating a vertical image of Geitfonnegga from top to bottom while highlighting the light from its 
view by means of its black interior. The visitor then proceeds down the stairs and out over the edge upon 
an all glass balcony. The stairs create vertical movement and enhances the vertigo one experiences 
when standing on top of the glass floored viewpoint overhanging a 500m drop. Here one gets to truly feel 
the height of these fjord walls. In terms of materiality the pavilion uses natural materials mostly wood that is 
weathered gray to suit both the birch trees and the rocks as well as a shou sugi ban burnt wood interior.
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