
Maceió,  Alagoas, Brazil

city   that has beaches of unimaginable beauty, but suffers with abandoned public spaces
among these, five ‘mirantes’ in the city Central Area - Cultural Heritage of the city

But the ‘Mirantes’ are today: public areas abandoned, 
unused, depreased heritage

The importance of these spaces is in the cultural sights of the 
city's architectural and natural landmarks, as well as being 
considered cultural heritage.
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MIRANTE SANTA TEREZINHA

MIRANTE AMBRÓSIO LIRA

MIRANTE CORTIÇO

MIRANTE DON RANULPHO

MIRANTE SÃO GONÇALO
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‘Mirantes’ are mentioned here as 
places (usually high) where you can 
see a landscape.
Like the Empire State 
Building for example, but 
Maceió did not need to build 
them: the lookouts are formed 
there by natural topography.
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propose the valorization of the ‘mirantes’, 
aiming at the recognition of these spaces as 
Cultural Heritage and enhancing their use.Dy-
namizing the economy and locality.

The geomorphology of the natural 
site
was a fundamental part of the form 
of occupation of the city, which 
developed from the coastal plain, 
favoring the connection between 
Atlantic Oceans and a lagoon and 
subsequently expanding the 
territory to
the trays, areas of stable and 
occupation-resistant soil. The 
transition between plain and trays 
configures the formation of slopes, 
as well as the formation of the 
relief on two planes of different 
heights, producing “low” city 
viewing points. Due to this geomor-
phology, ‘mirantes’ can be produ-
ced naturally in the municipality. 

Studying only the physical space of each ‘mirante’ does not neglect its complexity. To understand the importance of these spaces in cities, it was 
first necessary to distinguish them from each other. Subsequently analyzes them from the sights they provide. And then investigate how they are 
seen in the landscape.
It is still important to characterize the
study and the dynamics in which they are inserted

At the top of the slope is the predominantly residential Farol neighborhood. The ‘mirantes’ are located on top of the 
slopes overlooking the central, coastal and lagoon area of   the city.

At the base of the hillside is the Municipal Center, one of the first districts of the city and still a place of various 
activities, historical buildings, services and varied commerce.

The three angles of 
study are necessary 

by the way the spaces 
are distributed in the 

urban fabric.
People may be in them 

looking at the 
landscape (top to 

bottom), they may see 
them in the landscape 
as they look upwards 
(bottom to top), and 
they may be in them 

interacting with their 
neighborhood.

From the mirantes we see the city as an orga-
nism: alive, functioning before us. From sunrise 
to dusk, continuous cycles that allow for diffe-
rent scenarios, never identical. You see the train 
passing, you hear its whistle, in the distance a 
building is built, and very closely someone tries 
hard to beat a slope. On game night, the 
stadium's spotlights warn that there is a 
holiday, and a sign of the cross on the high 
tower of the church can be seen. You can see 
the murky waters of a lagoon that flows into the 
sea - this degraded, green, blue and living 
fabric “of this plastic freedom of nature, which 
painters are even ashamed to imitate” (ANDRA-
DE, 1976).

the ‘mirantes’ are located 
in an area of   intense flow of 
people, but precisely in 
search of services and 
institutions. The area has 
several potential spaces 
for urban intervention: 
squares that need revitali-
zation, irregular housing 
that needed regularization, 
historic buildings that need 
restoration, residential 
areas that need mixed use 
around. 
Mirantes can be the reason 
for changes to take place.

Grota do Bolão: Low-income community with 
irregular housing and few public leisure spaces

Centro de Maceió - Central area of   services, commerce, 
sales, jobs, and high concentration of people
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spaces that must be urbanized and occupied to enhance the neighborhood

It is noticed that the 
studied space is 
connected to the urban 
network through axes 
of intense flow and 
relevance in the city, 
that is, they are 
common use ways for 
the population. The 
roads to the mirantes, 
however, have charac-
teristics of local roads 
and minimal daily flow. 
If we were to consider a 
direct route between 
the lookouts, it would be 
interrupted by the 
hillsides and high flow 
paths between them. 
These roads form 
barriers to mobility, for 
cars and especially for 
pedestrians. The natural 
difficulty in overcoming 
the gaps due to the 
large difference in 
topographic level is 
compounded by the lack 
of accessibility on 
sidewalks and safe 
crossings on major 
roads.

The proposal for valuing the mirantes prioritizes the pedes-
trian, and are designed to be performed primarily on foot, or 
by active modes, such as cycling. In order to achieve these 
characteristics along the way, urban intervention on the roads 
that it covers is suggested through:

Deployment of shared roads.
Definition: Elevation of the street at sidewalk level and creation of 
lane-protected carriageway. Passing vehicles in narrow low speed 
lane.

Implementation of exclusive pedestrian street:
Definition: Routes without vehicles, only active modes such as bicycle 
or shared scooters. Accessible and barrier-free floor. Alignment of 
sidewalk with track.

Roads with widening of sidewalks and bike lane implementa-
tion:
Definition: Expansion of sidewalks with furniture implantation - 
dumps and information boards - and drainage infrastructure and soil 
permeability, such as rain gardens and service lanes. This solution can 
be done first by painting the floors and using markers relative to the 
size of the sidewalk widening - where the current lane is currently 
running - and then refurbishing it for permanent expansion.

It is proposed that the hillsides near the mirantes, and 
included in the route, be adapted for pedestrian prioritization 
and promotion of accessibility. These slopes will be equipped 
with an element of attraction for pedestrian use, which can 
rest or remain on them during the climb or descent. The 
element acts as a kind of staircase with platforms, which can 
be used as street furniture.

Heavy traffic 
streets

One way and 
medium streets

One-way streets 
and little traffic

Pedestrian Only 
Streets

what are the ‘mirantes’

what the ‘mirante’ sees

as the mirante is seen

the neighborhood dynamics
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PROPOSAL OF VALORIZATION OF THE ‘MIRANTES’ AS CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Aiming to reach the maximum of actions for the potentialization of space, it is 
suggested the implementation of a Route between Mirantes. This route aims 
to include not only a visitation route of these spaces, but their communication 
with the historical neighborhood in which they are located. The route takes 
into account the location of the mirantes and monuments and spaces of 
attractiveness of people to be deployed, so this route can have a main path and 
alternative paths, so that the user can go wherever he wants, while moving 
between the mirantes.

With the formation of a Cultural Route, the lookouts cease to be fragments of 
the landscape and start to be seen as a set of
SPACE - VIEW - NEIGHBORHOOD - PEOPLE.

The proposal follows from four concepts:

Cultural attractiveness; Walkability; Revitalization; Unity.
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If today the mirante is not attractive 
to people due to the topography that 
creates difficult accesses, we 
suggest an action aimed at reversing 
this feature: Installation of ramps 
and staircases to access the gaze-
bos through the slopes facing the 
Center. In conjunction with the 
ramps, staircases are laid so that 
the user can choose which path to 
take. Stairs with bicycle transport 
structure and rainwater runoff are 
proposed. The construction of the 
ramps requires the strengthening, 
containment and maintenance of the 
slopes. In the path between ramps 
and staircases, extended spaces are 
designed, where users can rest or 
stay, creating nooks on the slopes, 
such as decks or platforms.
The ramps and staircases also 
promote the connection between the 
lookouts and the low-income commu-
nity (Grota do Bolão) that currently 
has no easy access to public space, 
promoting accessibility and inclusion.

RAMPS AND STAIRCASES

The strong heritage and historical neighborhood of the region in which the mirantes are located include listed buildings, squares and streets from the city's 
original route, museums and educational institutions. 

The proposal of a Cultural Route between lookouts aims at the valorization of these elements through their use and knowledge of the population about their 
historical importance. 

It also intends to reach the tourist vocation indicated in the municipal law for the area by creating means of a cultural tourism for the city. 

The main route was based on the largest number of cultural spaces to which a path between lookouts could connect. In this way the user can walk a route that 
goes through all the lookouts and other cultural spaces. This main route uses the immediate roads to the lookouts and accesses designed on the slopes. 

The Main Route passes through the following cultural 
spaces:

Mirante de Santa Terezinha;
Igreja de Santa Terezinha;
Museu de Arte Sacra Pierre Chalita;
Igreja Bom Jesus dos Martírios;
Praça dos Martírios;
Palácio Marechal Floriano Peixoto;
Antiga Sociedade Perseverança ;
Instituto Histórico e Geográfico de Alagoas;
Mirante Ambrósio Lira;
Igreja de Nossa Senhora do Rosário dos Pretos;
Mirante do Cortiço;
Catedral Metropolitana;
Praça Don Pedro I;
Mirante Don Ranulpho;
Capela de São Gonçalo de Amarante;
Mirante São Gonçalo;
Usina Ciência;

There is also the possibility of performing alternative 
routes, which include the following spaces:

Parque Gonçalves Ledo;
Karandash Galeria de Arte;
Arquidiocese de Maceió;
Biblioteca Pública Estadual Graciliano Ramos;
and others historical buildings.
 

The route adds a new tourist center, economic, heritage and cultural in 
the city. It uses existing spaces, enhancing their uses and making 
people value the natural attributes of their city.
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Main Cultural Route
Alternative Cultural Route

The cultural route can be comple-
mented with spaces not yet urbani-
zed. Urban voids are seen as poten-
tialities for the implementation of 
activities that make the region more 
dynamic. With tourism and leisure 
vocation, the lookout region can be 
the target of the installation of urban 
equipment that enhance this voca-
tion, such as: gastronomic center, 
handicraft fair, galleries, hotels, 
museums, among others. Due to its 
proximity to the Bolão Community - 
with low quality infrastructure 
housing and risk to its residents - it 
is suggested that the nearby voids 
may also be occupied by Social 
Interest Housing.

Mirante Ambrósio Lira - Installation of a 
gastronomic center with foodtrucks.  Its 
location and the creation of access to the 
Center through the hillside contributes to the 
use of the place, as it is located close to the 
Center's Boardwalk with intense flow of people 
and allows the nightly use of the space.

Mirante Don Ranulpho - Creation of a sensory 
garden. The shape of the lookout, similar to a 
square, already offers beds ready for cultiva-
tion of species.

Mirante Cortiço - Extension of the lookout to 
the street, with the use of urban voids and the 
exclusive pedestrian street to be implemented.

Mirante São Gonçalo and Mirante Santa Terezi-
nha - Installation of a funicular to overcome 
the slope beyond the ramps and staircases.

The forms of intervention combined with the Cultural Heritage and 
public spaces, as Urban Rehabilitation, indicate that there must be 
constant  management of the space. 
Together the urban 
intervention proposal is the projection of events
 that may occur in these spaces.
 It is suggested to create a cultural agenda that includes events at 
different times of the year along the way.  

The unit mentioned here refers to 
the formal element that accompa-
nies the route. The formal 
element is configured in a play of 
lights along the route, which from 
far away allow the viewing of the 
lookouts and indicate the access, 
such as ramps and staircases. In 
this way the lookout can be seen, 
and its historical element is still 
valued. The ramps follow the play 
of lights, illuminating the slope at 
night and indicating the way to 
the lookouts. That way the 
lookout sees the city, and the city 
can see the lookout. We opted for 
the play of lights aiming at the 
possibility of its changeability and 
not drastically changing the 
landscape. The solution is attrac-
tive and particularizes the place, 
but without uninterrupted and 
permanently affect the landscape.

The project aims at enhancing 
the Mirantes acting as a Cultu-
ral Palimpsest: Intervention 
layers that relate diverse urban 
themes in a single project.

Topography

Mobility
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Architecture

A Cultural Route that integrates
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