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AN ISLAND OF CYCLICAL FLUX
Like the ocean tides that surround 
its coast, Tenerife is governed by 
a constant ebb and flow of people, 
activity, and economy.  The island’s 
population fluctuates with the coming 
and going of tourist seasons, and its 
market echoes the boom-and-bust 
pattern of the global economy.

Unfortunately, optimistic development 
during the housing boom led to the 
rapid construction of thousands 
of residential properties that were 
inevitably left unfinished and vacant in 
the subsequent economic bust.  

With each wave of economic stability 
comes the opportunity to transform 
abandoned residential developments 
into valuable community spaces 
through the repurposing of its existing 
structures into multi-functional 
architecture. 

TENERIFE SPA AND RESTORATIVE GARDEN

ARCHITECTURE IS REINTEGRATED AS A DYNAMIC COMPONENT OF THE SITE THAT 
FACILITATES AND ENCOURAGES THE FLUCTUATION OF NATURE, PEOPLE, AND ACTIVITY. 
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By pairing a thalassotherapy spa 
and restorative ecological garden 
on the same site, the architecture 
becomes multi-functional: large 
communal spaces serve both 
programs, the garden simultaneously 
restores the vibrant ecology and 
creates a therapeutic environment 
for the spa, and residences serve as 
accommodations for both spa visitors 
and the garden horticulturists.  
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The roof of each unit is 
removed to minimize the visual 
impact of the structures from 
the adjacent neighborhoods 
and increase the view of the 
ocean from the spa.

The upper floor acts as 
additional program space for 
the spa and garden and can 
host a variety of activities-
from yoga classes and 
meetings to private events.

A fountain wall separates 
the private living space from 
the outdoor patio which is 
connected to the rest of the 
garden by trails and ramps.

Water used by the fountains 
is recirculated through the 
site and recycled in the 
greenhouse and garden.

The residential units are 
designed to accomodate both 
short term and long term 
visitors.  Each unit includes a 
small living space, a bedroom 
and a bathroom.

Simple fountain walls redefine the harsh line between public and 
private space, and the blurring of garden trails into the residential 
porches allows for exterior spaces to function with and without 
the seasonal inhabitants.  The fountains reflect the colors and 
textures of the surrounding landscape and provide natural 
cooling to the interior spaces.

blurring the divide

SUSTAINABLE CYCLE

Fresh and salt water is 
pumped from the ocean 
and wells.

Water is used in the 
spa for thalassotherapy 
pools and showers.

Water is filtered and 
used in the greenhouse 
where native plants are 
grown and nurtured

Mature plants are 
replanted throughout 
the site, restoring  
ecological integrity. The site is transformed from an 

unused plot to a public garden and 
park for the entire community.


