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The location of the 
museum is chosen almost 
9 km from the town of 
San Pedro so as to achieve 
a maximum level of 
stillness and also stay far 
from possible sources of 
light contamination. 
Access can be granted 
with municipal busses.

Major axis of the design 
process

Chosen materials: rammed earth, concrete, 
wooden planks, perforated metal

Liminality! That is the most suitable characteristic of a museum 
between earth and the cosmos. A space in between, crafted in 
such a manner, to stimulate and provoke curiosity and willing for 
learning. As without the latter, the former is not only insufficient 
but dangerous. 

“Liminality” is a project, designed to fulfill these two goals. Both are 
approached with the design of a multifunctional museum capable 
of supporting all kind of actions that have to do with astronomy 
through constant exciting and educating processes.

1. Information room
2. Pseudomodel of the solar system (solar neighborhood)
3. Projection room
4. Interractive pathway (interstellar space)
5. Exhibition rooms
6. Interactive room (galaxies and superclusters)

1. library
2. Projection room (on demand)
3. Observatory
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SAN PEDRO

GENERAL PLAN

PARKING

Intensive sunshine is used in favor of energy saving as 
photovoltaic panels are placed for shading and energy 
saving.

OBSERVATION LODGE
Lodges may be offered by the museum on demand, for 
teams of astronomers how wish to make extensive 
research. They are located west of the museum. A large 
wall, extensive sunshine and  the barren landscape, sepa-
rate the cabins from the museum, and create a noticable 
barrier between research teams and museum visitors.  
Each cabin can accommodate a team, up to four members.

1.  Foyer and passageway
2: Two double rooms
3. Lesuire
4. Control Room
5. Dome observatory
6. WC
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MUSEUM OF ASTRONOMY
The museum is oriented on the south-north axis. The differ-
entation and rotation of each floor contributes in two 
directions. Besides the housing of different programs, the 
building masses, form various “public” spaces, either side 
of the museum. On the north is formed a shaded staging 
area and on the south an open courtyard. Finally on the 
rooftop of the 1st floor is created a stargazing area.
 
The wall openings also follow this scheme. The northern 
facades hold small openings covered with perforated 
metal sheets. On the south the courtyard is surrounded 
with large openings, equipped with sunscreens. 

At the end of each floor two spiral masses are raised. They 
have both a symbolic and practical meaning. On one hand 
they represent the spiral motion of the celestial bodies 
and, in the landscape, are directly mapped to the volca-
noes Licancabur and Juriques that appear in the horizon at 
the east.  On the other hand, both of them house special 
museum facilities: a planetarium, a library and an observa-
tory. 

FOYER

MAIN EXHIBITION 

EXCURSION STAGING AREA

W.C.

LIBRARY SPIRAL MASS

TEMPORARY EXHIBITION 

1. Planetarium
2. Retail Shop
3. Cafe / Restaraunt

PLANETARIUM SPIRAL MASS

1. Manager Office
2. Employers Offices
3. W.C.

ADMINISTRATION

ASTRONOMY EXHIBITION 

EDUCATION 

1. Seminar rooms
2. Computer center
3. Office
4. W.C.

GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1st FLOOR PLAN

OUTDOORS EXHIBITION 

A sculptural map of all the stars 
within a range of 20 light years 
from our sun (center) with each 
column representing a star and 
holding information for this star. 
For each step someone is taking, 
he travels 1 light year.

Program

Excitement
Education

Astronomy

Liminal Space

Locallity

Relation with landscape

Weather conditions

Sustainability

Symbolism Design

Sun path diagram at the building site along the seasons of the year.

The Atacama, although a desert is not a hot one. Temperatures 
vary within a "relative" comfort zone (average temperatures 21 to 
5 C) but with significant differences between day and night. Main 
weather challenges are the excessive sunshine, the relatively 
frequent sandstorms and the extremely low, almost zero yearly 
precipitation.


