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THE MUSEUM

The International Museum of Astronomy is for lovers of the sky. Located in Atacama Desert, Chile, at 
an altitude of 2,490 m, the hotspot of the local tourism because of its unique architecture space and 
incredible celestial atmosphere. 

At IMOA visitors can experience their curiosity about the stars and universe and enhance their 
knowledge of astronomy in a high quality space free of light pollution situated in the driest desert in 
the world. Also it is the space to research about the celestial phenomena, gathering astronomers 
from all over the world that recognize the potential of this geographical location and value creative 
spaces that goes beyond the regular observatories.

The project was designed from visitors point of view by thinking about the pathway they follow. From 
walking, from observing, from looking to infinity, the visitor route was designed so as to highlight her 
curiosity about the sky that instigates any inhabitant of our planet. Thus the situations encountered 
on the pathway of the museum are unique but mutable, such as the sky. 

Light, sky and shadow are carefully combined in every designed situation to create an intriguing 
atmosphere. Therefore perception is the motto of the design. It proposes the experience of perception 
as a combination between the space in which the visitor is inserted and his personal experience. 
The visitor is able to exit each room of the museum with a different perception from what she has 
experienced before.

This perception turns out in this architecture by profiting the existing local nature resources. The 
main materials used in the construction are adobe and gabion made with local earth and rocks. 
The texture of the walls – raw, rough and crude – constructs the image of a cloistered space, like 
an abandoned shelter in ruins. Sustainability appears not only in the raw materials but also on 
the construction methods. All earth movements are restricted to the own site. No earth has to be 
disposed elsewhere from the designing site.

THE PATHWAY
The pathway starts from a hike (1) that suggests a remote site. Entering slowly into the underground 
along a narrow path, the visitor ajusts her eyes in the absence of light (2). The pathway remains 
narrow until she reaches the the Stars Hall (3).  With a naked eye, she first sees the stars reflected 
in a shallow pool located in the center of the room. Yet, coming from the narrow, dim tunnel, the 
visitor cannot realize fully that it is a reflexion until the moment she enters the roofless room and 
looks up, at the stars themselves. This is the beginning of the celestial experience for the visitor.

As she continues on the path, the materiality of the place is revealed, rough and natural. Under a 
gabion tunnel (4) a slit of light emerges, exposing an exterior plaza. The museum space is revealed 
progressively, while its overall form is still difficult to apprehend because of the winding path followed 
by the visitor. 

The visitor then arrives at the Learning Hall (5), a room for discovery and exchange of information. 
There, interactive exhibithions will help her deepen her knowledge about the sky and the space. 
Leaving the hall, she can visit the Library  (6) or the Learning Studios (7) , where astronomers, 
both amateur and professional, can exchange information and expand the field of astronomy. Right 
ahead is the Planetarium (8), that also doubles as lecture hall and as a theather for multimedia 
projections.

The Arena (9) is the nexus of all rooms. It is at the same time a place for meeting and for sky 
observation. The sky is finally revealed in full and the materiality of the site remembers the visitor 
that she is in an arid desert, with all its potential for celestial beauty. The experience doesn’t end 
alone. At the Grand Hall (10), she can ask some questions at the information desk and interact with 
other visitors in a moment of rest. From it, she accesses a sloaping plaza that connects to the two 
final sites: the Telescope (12) and the Observation Deck (13). The relation with the sky through 
these high performance equipaments is the most profitable time for visiting, since acquired and 
exchanged knowledge in the museum rooms. Then it is possible to confirme what has been learned 
and the visitor leaves with a sense of amazament and inspire from the sky.
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