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Entrance to Exhibi�on Center, info point 
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Entrance to the Planetarium View to the Research Center
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Entrance to the Research Center

Longitudinal Sec�on

Across Sec�on

Way to Astronomical Observa�on Area

 Astronomical Observa�on Area

Main Exhibi�on Hall

Perspec�ve view: 

Atacama Giant The largest prehistoric anthropomorphic  
geoglyph in the Atacama Desert.
The figure was an early astronomical calendar 
for knowing where the moon would set.

Upper Body

Linear symbols mo�fs used in prehispanic Andean art

Astronomical Calendar Linear features that cons�tute the astronomical map 
of Atacama Giant geoglyph. This data  appears to confirm 
the existence of a global civiliza�on at some ancient �me 
in prehistory, and that globally a large number of archaeological 
sites were constructed to an iden�cal astronomical theory.  

Early Tex�le Designs

IMOA  1910

PROTO-WRITING ATACAMA
Interna�onal Museum of Astronomy, Chile

0 5 15 20 25

m

San Pedro de Atacama

IMOA

30

Sculp�ng the Shape 

The proposal is a journey through which the visitor is introduced 
to the science of astronomy, star�ng from local tradi�ons and ending 
to contemporary and most recent discoveries. 

The building borrows its basic defining lines and volumes from geoglyphs,  
the first astronomical calendars that are found  at the Atacama Desert. 
This primi�ve a�empt for exploring the world of the stars, 
and its ar�s�c expression is called proto-wri�ng by the archeologists. 
The ancient geometries are preserved in modern handicra� culture of Chile, 
ranging from local adobe structures to folk tex�le designs. 

Defining the Program

The narra�on of the building refers to the procedure of knowledge 
through scien�fic research and is divided in two parts.

Upper body 
Here, the visitor is introduced to the world of astronomy, through the exhibits, 
the empirical observa�on and the planetarium. 
This is the place where ques�ons and first assump�ons are born, 
regarding the world of the stars.

Lower body
Here, the assump�ons that have been imposed are tested:  
This is the place where the ques�ons may or may not be answered 
and where these answers are to be shared.


