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The International Museum of Astronomy 

provides an interactive learning experience in 

which the user is in direct engagement with the 

astronomical environment. Circulation through 

the museum follows an axial path that leads 

down under a canopy through a series of subter-

ranean gardens. This path strings together inde-

pendent program volumes located throughout 

the garden oasis, penetrating certain spaces that 

are crucial to the experience of the museum. The 

exhibition space under the canopy becomes an 

educational, interactive pre-cursor to the experi-

ence of the skies above. 

Further down the axial path is a series of steps 

that lead the user up out of the ground and onto 

the surface of the canopy’s east end, at the edge of 

a reflective pool. The mirrored surface, acting as a 

second horizon, unites the earth and sky, and 

suspends the user in a sea of stars: a natural 

planetarium. The moment of being engulfed by 

the sphere of stars marks the pinnacle of the 

astronomical experience. 

The horizontal canopy both unites and separates 

the polarities of sky and earth, light and dark, 

oasis and desert. During the night, the canopy 

functions as a barrier against the light pollution 

emitted by the spaces below and allows for the 

optimal dark condition for observing the night 

sky within close proximity of the building. On 

the contrary, at daytime, the canopy behaves as a 

light filter for the spaces below, protecting the 

occupants from the desert’s strong solar radiation. 

It serves as a tray on which the main exhibition of 

the stars takes place, where the astronomical 

tourist may borrow portable telescopes for a 

closer view of the stars. 

To further enhance the experiential qualities of 

the museum, a residential sector allows for 

visitors to stay the entire span of the night enjoy-

ing constellations at various times. During the 

day, the oasis and pool become attractions that 

complement the program of the hotel. An obser-

vatory tower contains a high-powered telescope 

available not only for researchers but also for the 

astronomical tourist who visits the museum with 

a special interest in the cosmos.
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