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The Nature Observatory of Amazonia (NOA) situates itself on the banks of the Amazon River, projecting itself from its vast 
waters into the depths of the rainforest itself. Providing a pier and convenient pausing point for many travellers travelling along 
the river, NOA naturally becomes a curious destination for visitors. A long tilted volume dissects through the many rich layers 
and structures of the rainforest, exposing its visitors to the wide breadth of natural biodiversity.  Four thematic areas play host 
to the observatory; River, Understory, Canopy, and Emergent. Within each of these zones - corresponding to its surrounding 
layer of the rainforest - the building offers multiple view of the surrounding world through its porous skin and viewpoints - with 
varying types of flora, birds and wildlife becoming visible from different vantage points throughout the building.

Not only is NOA a stopping point for tourists, but a tool for studying the environment, and a platform for research. Inhouse 
research labs in every zone correspond to each theme, enabling visiting researchers to conduct studies about the surrounding 
biodiversity. These labs, constantly gathering and generating information about the local ecologies of the Amazon, are curated 
and fed out into exhibition spaces located in the building - embelishing the learning experience of the typical visitor - combining 
the sheer experience of the physical surroundings with new digital information communicates deeper understandings.
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The long plan of NOA 
dissects the rainforest, 
creating a clear cross-
section through the diverse 
environment. The building 
touches the river, creating a 
pier - turning NOA into a 
destination for throughputs of 
travellers.

One end is lifted by 
30metres - the height of the 
tallest surrounding tress. The 
form pokes through the top 
of the trees. The gradient 
created enables visitors to 
walk comfortably along the 
building

NOA is dissected into 
thematic areas, corresponding 
with the different layers of 
the environment it passes 
through : river, understory, 
canopy, and emergent layers 
of the rainforest.

The building is a long stair 
with two floors - an interior 
floor and a roof. Cuts are 
made in the volume to en-
able access to into the build-
ing, and to create vistas to 
the surrounding environment.

Inside encapsulates glazed 
research areas in each 
thematic zone - living 
observatories for researchers 
to study the surrounding 
rainforest through its entire 
cross-section.

Both the views to the sur-
roundings, and the informa-
tion gleaned from the re-
search labs, are combined in 
exhibition platforms, located 
above the labs - supplement-
ing the visitors’ experience 
and understanding of this 
natural environment.

The skin of the building is 
porous; from the exhibition 
platforms, visitors are able 
to peak through the facade 
into the surrounding nature, 
whilst nature itself attempts 
to invade the building - con-
necting the biodiversity of the 
rainforest with the curious 
inhabitant.
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