
 

 

 

(…) he believed that artifice was an instinctive feature of human genius. He claimed that the time of nature 
had passed and stated that the nature had exhausted the patience of sensitive men with its exhausting 
and uniform landscapes and skies. (..) In fact, he believed that there is none of its inventions (esteemed 
so subtle and great!)  that human beings cannot imitate.  

Joris-Karl Huysmans.  À rebours 

 

The old Colegio Mayor San Juan Evangelista is located in east of Ciudad Universitaria, in Madrid. 

It is an area strongly determined by the occupancy dynamics of the Colegios Mayores during the different 

seasons. 

Nowadays, due to the rise of modern university residences, the disappearance of this building typology 

makes necessary to rethink these old buildings in order to maintain their residential use and to re-edit 

them by adding public and collective leisure areas. 

The project is initiated by the realization of a series of public interviews that depict an image of the 

imaginary and citizen wishes where the urban space is related to nature. 

But how to face this challenge? How to introduce the dream of nature in the city? How to create a hill, 

a beach or the desire the of sleeping under the moon light? 

 

The project develops a collection of systems, which are added to the existing building in order to modify 

respectfully the pre-existing spaces qualities. The new systems are incorporated carefully, in a surgery 

and non-invasively way by trying to maintain and respect the brutalist architectural legacy of the building.  

By landscaping the roofs, covering spaces with glass vaults or replacing windows, artificial landscapes 

are created where space is experienced in an unconventional way. 

In public areas, individuals can take a bath in the interior beach, under a sky of glass vaults, or can 

organize a picnic on a hill while enjoying the views of Madrid. The proposal seeks to deepen Edward Soja’s 

third space concept by improving the personal experience of each individual. 

The university residence offers a comfort concept related to the quality of living, the nature and the 

small daily pleasures. Students can discover the pleasure of sleeping under the moonlight in their rooms 

or enjoying nature during the winter in the greenhouses. 

All systems proposed, from greenhouses to solar chimneys, are also designed as thermodynamic devices. 

These passive architectonic systems help to maintain the thermal comfort of living spaces by avoiding a 

waste of energy.  

The project aims to face demands of the 21st century by focusing on the re-edition of pre-existing 

architectures by working with social demands and thermodynamic systems which assures a sustainable 

future.  


