
Al-Tal Urban Park /                                   / B r e a k i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s 

“Tal-Irbid” in Arabic means “Irbid Hill”.  Located in the heart of Irbid’s city center, this hill is one of the most important in the area, 
having played a crucial role in Irbid’s commercial, cultural, and administrative history. Only a small segment of the historical wall that 
encircled Tal-Irbid since the Early Bronze Age now remains alongside the northern side due to the expansion of the city. However, a 

variety of physical and socio-economic boundaries still exist between this northern side, where the Irbid Refugee Camp is located, and 
the rest of Irbid to the south.

This project addresses the separation between the north and south parts of Tal Irbid’s historical wall on both, socio-economic and 
physical levels which aim to redefine this relationship, reclaim the site’s memory, complimenting the existing functions of the Tal and 

making the edge of the Tal an urban node.

“A boundary is not that at which something stops, but, as the Greeks recognized, a boundary is that at which 
something begins.”    - Martin Heidegger, German philosopher

Timeline 

People settled 
in caves 
around Irbid 
and con-
structed the 
city wall

Irbid Hill was 
used to watch 
over the sur-
rounding agri-
cultural areas 
and the cara-
vans passing 
through the 
city through 
commerc ia l 
trade routes.
-A Roman 
pond was 
located  at the 
top of the Tal
until the 60s.

Irbid Hill 
played an 
important role 
in transmitting 
w a y f i n d i n g 
signals for the 
orientation of 
armies
 

The Ottomans 
es tab l i shed 
Dar al-Saraya, 
a house for 
the Ottoman 
sultan at the 
top of the hill

Seven wells 
were con-
structed at the 
top of the hill, 
each owned 
by one of 
Irbid’s promi-
nent families. 
The wells no 
longer exist, 
however. 
In the early 
twentieth cen-
tury, the hill 
became a 
strategic loca-
tion for com-
p r e h e n s i v e 
security in 
Irbid as well 
as the site of a 
large prison, 
formerly Dar 
al-Saraya

Following  the 
1948 Arab-Is-
raeli War, Irbid 
C a m p 
became one 
of four camps 
established in 
Jordan for 
Pa l e s t i n i a n 
refugees at 
the north part 
of the hill

Today: Due to 
the presence 
of heritage 
houses, mu-
seums and 
schools, the 
hill is now a 
place of 
cultural and 
educa t iona l 
significance 

Early Bronze Age Roman 
Era

Early Muslim Era Ottoman Era Emirate of Eastern Jordan Era Modern Era Today

Though only a small section of 
Irbid Hill’s historic wall remains, 
other physical boundaries, 
including a series of unused 
buildings, a modern wall, a cem-
etery, and a distinct lack of 
entrances to the hill itself from 
the northern side, have served to 
isolate the Irbid Refugee Camp 
from both the hill and the remain-
der of the city.  This in turn has 
led to increased socio-economic 
disparity between the two areas, 
which can be seen in their 
respective urban fabrics. Addi-
tionally, the current cultural, edu-
cational, and security functions 
of the hill itself have failed to 
benefit the community closest to 
it, and having excluded the camp 
from the benefits of urbanity, 
recent developments have only 
exacerbated this division, leaving 
the community living within the 
camp at a disadvantage.

Socio-Economic boundary

Physical Boundaries at the upper part of the hill

Most of the buildings at the top of 
the tal 

are rectangular in shape , two to 
four floors 

high and opens directly into a 
space in front 

of them 

Neglected Archaeological Artifacts

physical boundaries at ther lawer part of hill

 Locals Opinions

“We don’t feel that the recent 
developments have taken 
our situation into consider-
ation. The basic features of 
the Tal have gone. If you had 
asked someone earlier 
where they are going, they 
would have said, “to the Tal,” 
but now, they would say, “I 
am going to the police 
station on the top of the Hill.”
The area needs some day 
and night activities and we 
need a variety of job oppor-
tunities. The development 
plans should create seasonal 
activities that will attract 
people to the city center. 
We need to adapt to the new 
cultural additions and the 
current situation.”

A study conducted by the Brazil-
ian Institute of Social Studies 
(IBASE) that analyzed the rela-
tions between poor neighbor-
hoods and formal urban areas 
shows that the inhabitants of the 
urban communities and commu-
nities living within the informal, 
impoverished neighborhoods 
view each other with varying 
degrees of distaste - those in the 
urban communities view the 
residents of the poor communi-
ties with suspicion, and those in 
the poor communities view the 
residents of the formal, urban 
communities as arrogant. The 
prejudice on both sides only 
perpetuates the damaging 
illusion of the “other”, an unfor-
tunate reality that leads to tragic 
consequences for both.  This 
combination of physical and 
socio-economic barriers is detri-
mental to the social cohesion 
between the residents on both 
sides as well as the economic 
stability and growth in the Irbid 
Refugee Camp.2005–10 Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil

Al-Tal Urban Park aims to bridge this 
gap between the two sides by 
functioning as an urban node 
connecting both sides of the wall. 
Each aspect of the Park - its 
location, design and function - 
strives to not only revive the hill’s 
historical significance and open up 
the tall for everyone, but integrate 
an essential previously excluded 
community into city life, which will 
be made all the more vibrant in a 
space dedicated to creativity, 
idea-sharing, and skill-building in a 
modern and tech-driven world. It is 
a place to educate and generate 
work and income through increased 
collaboration, while cultivating 
recognition and value of all of Irbid’s 
community members.

What we need

Socio-Cultural barrier

Economic challenges

Lost identy of the place 

I-Park where people can 
learn ,share and make 
successful business

Reclaim  the history 
and rebuild the memory 
of the Tal  

Create Urban Park For 
everyone and make the 
Urban interventions 
needed 

Connecting the 
cultural,educational and 
the heritage buildings to 
create a rich urban 
experience

Neglected archaeological 
artifacts and 
heritagebuildings

Undefined urban 
experience and lack of 
public spaces

Visual and physical barriers 
in the north part of the hill

What we have

Necessity to provide jobs 
and improve services in 

general

Necessity to encourage the 
local investment

Necessity of employment 
opportunities for men 

Necessity of socio-
economic development

Necessity of employment 
opportunities for females 

Working in the private 
sector 

socio-economic study by cc groub 

socio-economic study by unrwa

Existing Plan / Area of Intervention / photographs key

Figure & Ground  / Existing Topography / Street Plan 

Irbid  Camp Grid VS AL-tal Grid

Building Use / Heritage Buildings 

LANDMARKS



MAIN PLAN / GROUND FLOOR PLAN 

2NDGF

Al-Tal Urban park is an urban, architectural 
and human-oriented project rethinking the 
situation of the ‘Tal’ in Irbid as a public 
space. By bridging the gap between the two 
sides of the Tal, connecting the existing 
functions and heritage sites, and 
transforming the memory of the area into 
three-dimensional spaces and volumes, the 
Tal becomes an attractive urban node and 
city centre, featuring recreational, cultural, 
and leisure activities, resulting in a varied, 
vibrant urban experience.  
Throughout history, city walls were built as a 
form of defense. The idea of rebuilding the 
wall as a connection strives not only to open 
up the Tal for everyone, but also protect it 
from landslides and to revive historical 
significance. Moreover, it will include:

- A reflective pool with 7 fountains in the  
middle of the main square that represent the  
old Roman pond and the 7 wells that were at 
the top of the Tal.
- An archeological park where neglected 
artifacts were found
- Watchtowers overlooking the beautiful view 
of Irbid camp, symbolizing the old 
watchtowers 
- A bridge connecting the camp and the Tal 
that represents the beacon and strives to 
integrate an essential excluded community 
into city life, which will  become even more 
vibrant in a space dedicated to creativity, 
idea-sharing, and skill-building in a modern 
and tech-driven world. 
- a suggestion to change the present police 
station (a discouraging visiting factor) into a 
cultural center.
-a new  route that connects all the heritage 
sites at the top of the Tal is propsed to link 
the new development with the southern part 
of the Tal.
The building design was based on the 
overlapping of Irbid camp and Al-Tal’s grid to 
create a collective space that is linked with 
its surroundings and fits with its context. 
The clustered northern elevation, being the 
most dramatic of all, consists of long 
windows, terraces and patterned brick work 
to create a dialogue with Irbid’s camp. On 
the opposite side of the project, one of the 
buildings is raised five stories to cast a 
shadow onto the courtyard and keep it cool.

Psychoanalysis says that “by recognizing 
our limits we can broaden our horizon”.  
Al-Tal Urban Park faces the cemetery, acting 
as a looking glass through which everyone 
sees their mortality, and how in the end there 
is no difference between a poorer citizen 
from the camp and an Irbid resident.

The project has a double folding functionality 
to ensure the efficient and convenient use of 
spaces. On one hand, it has an I-park 
specializing in enabling and accelerating the 
growth of the younger generation’s ideas 
and turning them into startup businesses 
through its effective incubation facilities, 
intellectual services and unique events. On 
the other hand, it has  facilities open to the 
public, and startup offices that both 
residents of the city and I-Park users can 
benefit from.
The rationale of the building was organized 
based on ‘public to private’ hierarchy. the 
interior design provokes communication and 
integration, facilitating the exchange of 
interdisciplinary ideas and igniting creative 
sparks, while the extrior architectural 
character is designed to fit Irbids context.
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CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAMS / NORTHEN PART OF THE PROJECT 
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EXPLANATORY DIAGRAM
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