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CITIES AND CITATIONS 
 
My project is a redesign proposal for the central bus terminal of Kalaburagi in India, a developing 
city located in the region where the Bahamani and Vijayanagara kingdoms coexisted for about 
200 years. These kingdoms had distinguishing architectural aesthetics, but the current wave of 
“development” is washing away the identity. 
 
Revival of identity:  
The design was proposed with a particular consideration towards the fluidity of identity and is a 
balance between tradition and modernity, imitation and innovation, and internationalism and 
regionalism. 
 
Abstract Critical Regionalism: 
Kalaburagi has a rich pool of historical context to reference from, and critical abstract 
regionalism is the tool I have used to translate my references to create a sustainable structure 
that is a symbol of modern regionalism. 
 
The existing bus terminal was built 
about half a century ago and was 
refurbished in 2004. My proposal 
eliminates certain aspects of the design, 
while retaining others. The yellow & 
blue ACP facade & the roofing is 
replaced with local materials and the 
existing structural system is retained 
with the addition of overnight 
accommodation for the drivers. 
 
The proposed roofing system is a derivative of the sturdy bahamani domes of the jami masjids. 
With a high stepped platform and a row of sleek fabric domes that suspend from the ceiling, 
.these lightweight structures dispense natural light into dark pockets of the existing central 
waiting areas.Domes are a signature of the islamic architecture and were used profusely in this 
particular region. 
Similarly curved, lightweight-concrete, perforated panels are embedded along the existing 
columns and their minimalistic perforations ascertain to the intricacy of traditional ‘jali’ work. 
These perforations protect the waiting passengers from glare caused by the abundance of light 
reflecting from the asphalt around the terminal. 
 
The mezzanine floor is lined with a series of “Musical Columns”, a signature invention of the 
Vijayanagara empire where fluted stone columns made a ringing sound when they were tapped. 
 
This proposal is a collective of several such elements that were designed by sensitive abstraction 
of the citations. This translation process was done with reverence and empathy towards the 
architecture styles of the dynasties & justify the design while anticipating the possibilities for the 
future of the city. 
 
Critical abstract regionalism is a form is storytelling, where obscure references are made and 
there is a moment of discovery and an underlying sense of familiarity and connectedness. A 
country like India that prides itself on its spectrum of architectural aesthetics must move 
forward through its vernacularity and not against it. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


