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I think it’s a 
much better idea 
to say 
that we are 
challenged by 
peopple´s needs” 

coastal architecture, liberation and lightness

Process and Interscalarity
As a transdisciplinary and scalar 
tool which means postponing times, 
adapting them, reformulating them 
and finding new answers in other 
disciplines from the economic, 
social, cultural, technological and 
biological point of view.

Manipulation and territory 
This allows us to escape from the 
dictatorship of the language of form 
and to relate architecture through 
new resources such as folds, 
surfaces, turns and cuts to produce 
unforeseen dimensional 
complexities.

Emptiness for scaling 
For interactions and for 
convergence. The configuration of 
frames that perforate the surface, 
ordering the full but also giving a 
more human scale to the spaces. It 
means operating and freeing the full 
through the void by inverting 
Bernard Tshumi's strategy in his 
project of the park La Villete in 
Paris. 

Multiprogram 
As a way to generate a diverse, 
plural, hybrid architecture, 
configuring different functions in 
the same space, but unequal time, 
which provides architecture with the 
necessary complexity to house 
different human groups. 

Ambiguity
To blur or erase the limits, space 
and forms. The disappearance of 
matter is the triumph of space over 
limits. Enclosures can be permeated 
by voids, vegetation or simply 
disappear. The space can fluctuate, 
close or open from the programme.

The city is extended towards the building proposal as a continuation of urban interactions. It is precisely this integrative vision 
that seeks to dissolve the limits and proposes a bridge and a conciliatory architecture, to challenge new human needs and pose 
new questions: Why does not design a building that gradually becomes a city and vice versa?  

The proposal configures a hybrid coastal programme of 
actions aimed at the relationship and integration of the 
location rather than isolated objects and specific 
actions. Therefore, four macro-programmes are defined 
as axes to activate the city in a hybrid and multi-scale 
way:

Convergence, understanding the coastal edge as a 
space for meetings, social relations and urban 
connections.
Settlement, proposing densification through the 
mixture of different land uses to create and consolidate 
a new urban nucleus that guarantees prolonged 
activities over time.
Production, through the construction of sustainable 

The possibilities offered by the territory are used to produce resources and energy, through a building that generates its own 
demands such as oxygen, electricity or water. This is possible thanks to the core holes, where  each one has 4 elevator towers 
for: solar panels, deshumifiter filter module with water tank, photocatalytic and a water filter system. The towers of the 
public bath core will be for orchids, hydroponic cultivation and vertical vegetation. The project will have a series of fans coolers 
arranged near the trees to accelerate their evapotranspiration in order to minimize the high temperatures of the site.

alternatives for a hybrid local economy, taking 
advantage of technologies such as solar panels, water 
collection for irrigation, hydroponic cultivation or 
dehumidifying filters.
Contemplation, understanding the city from above 
and the proposal of different surfaces and reliefs that 
allow a view of the coastal edge. 

City Program

Productive Devices

Most of Latin American cities are recognized as 
non-urban integrated and continuously expanding 
spaces, not only in urban matters but also in social, 
economic and political terms.

This research project is based into a new urban 
paradigm and from the necessity of understanding, 
theorizing and projecting into the complex current 
context. It will also recognize and propose a vision that 
showcases the image of a desirable city. 

Framed in a sustainable methodology where 
environment, economy and society are the objectives 
addressed by the proposal, the project involves to 
study the city and to take advantage of all its urban and 
territorial resources. In order to position it as a 
metropolitan city, through a park whose programme 
aims to produce national and international 
connections, and to improve productivity and 
efficiency in the building through minimizing 
environmental impacts. In fact, the proposal produces 
more oxygen and more alternative energies which 

regenerates the landscape and cleanses the coast line.  
The maritime terminal will be an extension of the city 
towards the Lake of Maracaibo to guarantee a direct 
contact with this natural body, complying with different 
uses that activate the area in a multiscale manner. 

The proposal is set to assume the land as a code. This 
means to follow the natural components and 
manipulating the architecture through topological 
intentions. Therefore, the form follows the limits of the 
lake, its edge, its gullies and its topography which 
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generate the architectural spaces, allowing geometry 
and surfaces to be disassociated. 

The complete spatial continuity dissolves specific and 
particular situations into overall group logics which 

generate sequences of diffusible spaces that respond to 
a whole topological sense, freeing architecture from the 
dictatorship of the language of form. 

TeMA
35% Convergence

30% Contemplation
10% Settlement
25% Production
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First Floor. Building as a Public Space

Models


