
On choosing sections, we decided on the 
first (Right) to show the majority of our 
structures. It allows you to see the external 
courtyard at the top, descending to the 
viewing tower, and further down to the 
swimming pools. Below that shows the posi-
tioning of the first level of subterranean 
bedbedrooms. Our second section (Below) spe-
cifically shows the depth of our design. 
Looking closer at the restaurant and how 
its backside is hidden while its front is ex-
posed to the views. It also shows the level 
change of our design. Most of which goes 
alongside the slope of the hill, while the 
restaurant extends further down to reach 
both the viewing tower and the bedrooms 
over three levels.

When we chose the location of our site, we 
wanted to find the best views but, we also 
needed to make sure it wouldn't get in the 
way of local life. Aiming directly South, our 
site looks towards a North-South bend in 
the nearby river. This is also located at the 
top of the hill to achieve maximum view of 
the suthe surrounding valley. Plus its orientation 
allows a good amount of glazing without 
being subjected to the North sunlight. An-
other pro of this site is its distance to civili-
sation. Guests from the hotel have the 
chance to visit these local towns but, the 
hotel itself doesn't disrupt the lives of the 
residents as it resides far enough away, not 
bringing too much attention to the area

To keep the building closer to nature and to reduce its overall carbon 
footprint, we used local materials. The timber coming from acacia trees 
local to Vietnam and the majority of the walls use mud from the site to 
create an adobe/rammed earth mixture. This uses a portion of the soil we 
would be removing from the site to locate the building.

We wanted to make this building flow with the site, not against it, so a large part of our design has 
rice paddies wrapped around to keep this philosophy. However, we wanted to represent more of the 
Vietnamese culture and make a part of the building fit in with the people rather than the landscape. 
We mimicked the conceptual idea behind some of the Asian temples and added our own twist on the 
crown that adorns our site.

1:500

1:300

“The good building is not one that hurts 
the landscape, but one which makes the 
landscape more beautiful than it was 
before the building was built” – Frank 

Lloyd Wright
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