
Understanding creativity as a rebellious act is the rst step in conceptualizing a space or 
place that boosts children’s creativity. Harvard University studies have shown that 
children from the age of 7 experienced forgetting 90% of their creativity. Based on this, to 
encourage more creativity in kids, it is necessary to never limit them by the designing an 
enclosed space. Studies of children’s creativity have shown that the more they relate to 
external spaces, the easier it is for them to think and create new ideas and thoughts. For 
this reason, when thinking of a nursery design that increases children's creativity and 
dedevelops their personality from the age of 3 to 6 years, it should start from the outside in. 
Giving greater importance to the exterior space, highlights the importance of removing 
the boundaries to allow the imagination to y, and the meaning of freedom. 

ThInK OuTsIdE ThE BoX - a green pedagogy project

The concept proposed arises from the motto “Think outside the box”. The aim is to 
encourage individuals to see and think of the project from a different perspective. To 
create a place where the main purpose is to encourage children’s creativity and 
personality development through the connection with nature, the senses and their own 
instincts. Combining these interactions with learning and playing it fosters the kids to 
create their own identities and thoughts and start developing a divergent thinking.

TThis proposal seeks to wake up the children’s instinct through the basic elements of fun, 
eliminating the control and inuence of guidelines or instructions, inspiring creativity 
from basic elements and colors. Exploring different materials and textures of nature helps 
develop their senses and activates neurocognitive stimuli that will increase their ability to 
create new ideas by connecting unconscious with conscious ideas. This process is called 
free association.

TThis nursery school concept engages with the idea of a green pedagogy that it seeks to 
understand kids play dynamics and spontaneous learning, by making the space 
adaptable to movement and change according to their needs. Everything can be moved 
or set the way they want but always in relation with their environment. In addition, 
everything is within physical reach for the children so they can create things without 
needing an adult’s help.  Exploring and searching for answers arouses curiosity and is a 
big part of how kids learn. Therefore, there is a need to create a place that does not have 
the ansthe answers, but rather encourages to imagine and search for them. 

As part of the concept, an indoor space for when the weather impedes outdoor activities 
has been proposed, called the dreaming corner. A wood cabin containing all the 
elements that would be found in the outdoors. This place is thought to be the reection 
of the children’s creations, where they can see all their drawings or explorations that they 
have produced in the nursery school. 

PS: Due to the latest Covid-19 events, children’s education entering a transition, making 
this project a viable solution. 


