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SENSES 
 
 

“The senses, being explorers of the world, open the way to knowledge” 

– Maria Montessori 

 
To give my design strong roots I took inspiration from both traditional and novel approaches to 
creativity-focused education, such as Montessori, Waldorf and AltSchool. Whereas Organic 
Architecture, which states that form must follow flow, inspired me to reconnect children with their 
natural environment and through it instill a sense of wonder, belonging and imagination. 
 
I chose to name my project Five Senses as sight, sound, smell, touch and taste are a child’s first 
instruments of exploration and discovery. 3-6 year olds live in a magical world where fantasy and 
reality intertwine. So I sought to design a holistic and immersive learning landscape that stimulates 
their senses and frees their imagination and creativity.  
 
The spiraling walls ensure there is always something out of sight that asks to be discovered, visually 
inviting children to explore. The tilted roof lowers the ceiling in children’s areas making them feel cozy 
and welcoming, while staff areas feel more spacious due to increased headroom. 
  
The storytelling nook near the entrance fosters the necessary adult-child connection at the start of 
the day. Through sound and story children come to rest and feel at home, ready to fully immerse in 
creative play. The open kitchen is a place where taste and smell come alive. Through cooking, baking 
and eating together, collaboration and community is nurtured among the children and adults.  
 
At the heart of the nursery lies the children’s hideout with a knowledge tree at its center, fulfilling the 
primitive drive of young children to build their own refuge from the outside world. The hideout 
stimulates self-directed learning, creativity and collaboration by letting children create their own 
rules, games and small theatric plays. The “kids doorway” adds to children’s sense of agency, while 
the circular space fosters community, making it ideal for music or circle time with caretakers.  
 
The design incorporates colors and materials such as glass, metal, wood and rubber that are pleasant 
to the eye and touch. Some materials are rounded for safety, others roughened to make them easier 
to grip for play. The tactile climbing wall for example, integrated in the side of the stairs, invites 
children to test their courage on a vertical scale and develop their physical capability.  
 
A rooftop play garden adds an extra dimension to the nursery with ample space for outdoor play and 
activities. To ensure a continuous flow of discovery and adventure, the children can access the play 
garden by stairs and return to the hideout downstairs using the curved slideway.  
 
Finally, Five Senses is designed to be a plug and play like nursery that can grow with the changing 
needs of cities. It’s aesthetic, compact yet spacious design allows it to be replicated across a city in 
both residential and business neighborhoods. It can form a network of leaves that provides fresh air 
to the city and liberates children, parents and caretakers towards a healthy, successful and happy 
work-life balance.  


