
LifestyleThe housing

Life cycles 

The micro-community

The projected housing models are based on contemporary principles that define 
current lifestyles, having the capacity to adapt to different users, and therefore to 
their diversity.

The organisation of the dwelling allows it to be transformed in a simple way by 
joining or separating rooms, according to the needs throughout the life cycle of the 
house.

The housing unit is generated from the core, wetted and 
equipped space. Juxtaposed to this are the modules, which 
include stagnant spaces, which are delimited by spaces that 
relate to the exterior, such as the galleries or terraces. Therefore 
a privacy gradient is established from the interior to the exterior. 
This mechanism is repeated in series, concatenating units 
through a secondary space called the relationship space. This 
lalast one is key to promote the intervecinal relations. 

 Is housing and common 
spaces shared by a group of people who 
work together to pay for, maintain and 
preserve them, forming a group that is 
united by social relations and solidarity. To 
this base, concepts related to sustainability, 
the environment and architecture are 
addeadded, giving rise to a whole philosophy and 
lifestyle.
 The classics, renting or 
buying, have been enriched with numerous 
modalities. In the case of renting, after 
options better known as renting with the 
right to buy, concepts such as Share Houses, 
homes that are rented for long periods of 
time among a group of unrelated people, 
CouCouchsurfing, renting a room to another 
person so that they can sleep while they 
pass through a city, or Bedroomers, rentals 
for a period of time, specifically for students, 
have been born.
 As for the purchase, there is a 
standard model that does not quite fit the 
new times. New population profiles, such as 
single-parent families, singles or the elderly, 
make up a demand that is difficult to meet 
due to the increasingly reduced purchasing 
power. This is why new housing models are 
ememerging as an alternative to the traditional 
flat, with reasonable prices and adequate 
spaces. 
 The project is characterised 
by the promotion of a complex network of 
communities, which reinforces and 
manages intergenerational relations and 
coexistence. These communities are 
established through a set of concatenated 
spaces that are grouped together and form a 
netnetwork of a higher order, and these in turn 
form a larger network, and so on in a fractal 
manner.
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  In a space of 
intergenerational coexistence, it is essential to 
treat the mechanisms that provide privacy 
with the importance they deserve. These 
mechanisms are responsible for establishing 
relations between neighbours and for being 
able to dissociate spaces in certain moments 
of priof privacy. 
 
These situations are further aggravated 
when the users who live together have 
significant age differences, since the way of 
life and the schedules of each one are 
practically incompatible. 

 
TThe outer skin is understood as a set of skins. 
A superposition of layers, which avoid 
complex mechanisms and are supported by 
the most Mediterranean traditional 
architecture. The glass, the shutter, the 
handrails and the Mallorcan ones, are 
combined giving a great variety of 
possibilitipossibilities to close or open to the outside. 

 
The spaces intended for circulation are 
organized through a strategy of "sewing 
community spaces", so that they represent 
the minimum possible space to connect the 
maximum of common spaces. These spaces 
are organized in a linear way inside the 
building, avoiding being tangent spaces that 
cancan be a barrier between the spaces and the 
outside. 

 It is a fundamentally vertical 
green space, which provides light and 
qualifies energetically and aesthetically the 
static spaces of the houses. The relationship 
that is produced is indirect, but the 
neighbours are linked by the same skin that 
covers them, becoming a community vertical 
gagarden, whose care and maintenance is the 
responsibility of all the neighbours.

 This space is understood as a 
node or nexus, between housing units, of a 
horizontal nature. This space implies an 
extension of the dwelling and a 
disintegration of the limits of the property. 
The only thing that is expected of this space 
is that an intruder occupies it and gives place 
to to new relationships.

 It is a space with similar 
characteristics to the courtyard, but while 
the courtyard space is an introverted place 
detached from the exterior, the tree 
represents the intrusion of the exterior into 
the interior of the complex. It is an urban 
space, enclosed in a private residential 
enenvironment.
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 Villaverde alto, Madrid. The 
collective facilities associated with the 
building are key to expanding and extending 
the network of user relations with the 
neighborhood. They blur the boundaries of 
the building and become spaces in the 
neighbourhood. In turn, the complex can 
makemake the neighbourhood facilities its own 
within a 500m radius.
 The communities are established 
through a set of concatenated spaces that are 
grouped together, and form a network of 
higher order, in a fractal way. Starting from 
what we can qualify as a Micro-community, 
which is composed of a minimum set of two 
houses. These micro-communities are 
grgrouped and related among others, and these 
in turn with others, until reaching the 
macro-community composed by a complex 
network of communities at different scales. It 
is on the roof, where the major order, the 
macro-community finds its place, as the 
crown of the building in a space that looks 
and and relates to the city.

The roof is colonized by a wired matrix of 
metal profiles that house different functions: 
clotheslines; greenhouses; relationship 
spaces; neighborhood meetings; viewpoints, 
etc. In the same way that there is a 
relationship mechanism between housing 
units, relationship mechanisms are 
esestablished between the different spaces, 
taking the community space to a higher 
order. This is achieved by implementing a 
series of patios for the micro-scale and a 
series of devices for the macro-scale.

 scale 1:75

 scale 1:125

IEAP-1386
cohousing, coliving, coworking: intergenerational

CO- Building Communities

the roof

the facade cross section 

level 1


