
The masterplan includes a compilation of strategies for 
Cartagena de Indias due to the urban problematic which are 
consequence of poor urban planning over the years.

A mobility study, an urban and natural elements analysis and 
diagnostic of the city were developed to identify the condition 
of urban structure. Based on the result, constant population 
displacements during the morning and evenings were 
identified due to unplanned centralities. Currently the city has 
only one planned centrality located in the historic center of the 
city where main urban facilities and work centers are. This 
causes travel times of more than 60 minutes between the 
North and South areas of the city. In the same way, dispersed 
urban equipment, disjoined and unplanned centralities, flood 
problems, protection areas occupations, lack of green areas, 
recreation areas and urban facilities in some areas of the city 
was identified. These strategies seek to respond to these 
constant problems by creating the articulation of the city. 

Although some urban, environment and mobility projects and 
plans have emerged as a response to theses challenges, 
those proposals raised individually, for this reason, there is 
not a relation between each problem. In addition, new 
development poles have been planned outside the city which 
increases the disjoined problematic of the city and make it 
difficult to improve the urban structure in long term. 
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POLYCENTRIC ARTICULATION PROJECT

Urban Development, Population Growth and Scenarios for 2030 OA - 1089

Population census

Historica y del Caribe 

De la Virgen y TuristicaIndustrial y de la Bahia 

Planned
Unplanned

Centralities

Canals
Flooded plains
Hills

Centralities

Parks and squares

Environmental elements

Avenues

Urban facilities

Public space

Avenues 
Secundary roads

Location 1 Location 2

Ceballos

Cuatro Vientos 
Bazurto

Location 3

Bomba del Amparo

Bosque

Historic Center

435.130 328.423

344.981

Residencial
Protection area
Green area
Institutional
Mixed use
Industry

Land uses / Territorial Plan 

Unplanned neighborhoods
Planned neighborhoods

Only a 14% of neighborhoods of the city are planned 

1 m2/hab of public space inclunding parks and green areas

Urban Neighbourhoods Development 

Risk of flooding due to rain
Risk Areas 

Rising sea levels

Proposed centralities
Canal interventions/Foodable parks

Green corridors

Viaducts
Proposed roads

Tunnels

Maritime Routes

Consolidated Centralities

Avenues and main streets 

CARIBBEAN SEA

CIENAGA DE LA VIRGEN

Design proposal

1

2

3

4

5

6
8

9
10

11

These strategies can be applied in different 
areas of the city with similar problems and 
includes interventions in infrastructure 
and land uses. The following are some 
results generated using urban strategies 
proposed.
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LOS CUATRO VIENTOS CENTRALITY URBAN CENTER OA - 1089

Urban facilities of the centrality were kept, however, in 
the absence of a district building, the design proposed 
an administrative center next to avenues, urban 
facilities, main residential, commercial, cultural and 
office buildings, complementing current activities. 
Theaters, cultural centers, auditoriums, and business 
complex were also proposed to complement current 
activities. 

The financial simulation includes capital gains of 
current owners, capital gain taxes and the cost of 
buildings and apartments. Cost depends on the 
dimension, location, views and easy access to avenues 
and urban facilities.

The second objective of the project is applying the proposed urban strategies previously mentioned to a 
unplanned centrality of the city. For this reason, different kind of urban and environmental criteria were 
applied to analyze each centrality. According to this, Los Cuatro Vientos Centrality were selected due to its 
important location, current facilities and conection with important areas of the city. 

In this way, several analysis were developed to identify urban problems, needs and to apply those strategies 
to the centrality. Many irregularities were detected throught this analysis due to the absence of urban control 
over the years and the lack of an updated Territorial Plan. This resulted in lack of public space, large 
residential areas and the occupation of risk and protection areas.

The design of Los Cuatro Vientos Centrality aims to connect the centrality with important areas of the city. In 
addition, the project increases land uses, activities, property value and capital gains. On the other hand, to 
avoid gentrification problems, several residence areas were kept due to the social, economic and cultural 
complexity, making interventions only in underground canals to reduce floods and to create green corridors 
and connect the project with different areas of the city. 
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