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My name is Polina Streltsova, I am a graduate student at the Moscow Institute of Architecture. I 

firmly decided that I wanted to continue my studies abroad, because in order to solve global 

problems I needed to go beyond the traditional academic education to the education of the 

future.  

 

IE School of Architecture & Design attracted me by adapting to the world around me every day, 

thus anticipating the problems and finding humane solutions for the comfortable life of people 

on the planet, while the Master in Business in Architecture & Design program provides an 

opportunity to discover new knowledge in management and helps to become flexible and ready 

for the rapid changes of the world. 

 

During my studies I realized that design and environment can change people's consciousness and 

create new associations with a place, even a small one. By participating in a beautification project 

for a children's camp on an island, my team and I were able to create not only an exciting 

environment for children, but also a new landmark point in the form of a marina that attracted 

tourists to the area from nearby cities. During the diploma project, on the contrary, I tried to come 

up with a global scenario to change the way of life and the look of the whole city through new 

architecture. I managed to get the support of the members of the thesis committee. 

 

I am confident that the program will help me conduct a comprehensive research of the problems 

of small towns and find ways for their sustainable development using knowledge of new 

technologies. I want to prove that every city and place is unique - you just need to recognize the 

distinctive features. Since there are many international students on the program, I would like to 

learn about their culture and how it applies to the design process. Sharing contexts is the key to 

keeping cities authentic.   

 

I hope that I will have the opportunity to win a grant to study in this program and become part 

of the IE community. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Polina Streltsova  

 
 


