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 This research involved the study of ritual practices related to death in Thailand and the 

process of remembering the person we lost.  According to the Buddhist’s belief, a memorial is a 

place for people to keep the ash or a piece of memory that is left behind, of their beloved person 

after the body has been cremated. Thai people annually hold a religious ceremony on a special 

occasion to commemorate the dead person at the memorial. However, as religion has become the 

main influence in the remembering process, we start to forget the true reason why we need to 

remember, which is for us to get over the grief of losing the person we love and continue living with 

the loss. Besides, remembering is originally a natural process that could happen as naturally as we 

are with ourselves or share the memory with the person in our family. Seeing the way remembering 

has become merely a duty to follow nowadays made me questioning how to bring back the value of 

memory in rituals we commonly practice. This research aimed to study the architectural space and 

programs that could enhance the value of memory and remembering while religious practice is 

being performed. 

               To forms a close connection between the living and the death while also providing a public 

space to the society, the abandoned graveyard located in the Chongnonsri area, one of the major 

business districts locating at the heart of Bangkok, is selected as the site. The program is divided into 

three main areas; the Memorial services, the Memorial, and the supporting facilities and 

administration, with the integration of public space as a transition before entering the memorial. 

               The Memorial Service building is acting like a gate that guides visitors to the afterworld. The 

first level contains the main information center and service. Those who would like to go to the 

memorial could just walk through the path beside the water pond on the first level. The sound of 

falling water would help to clear one’s mind before entering the Memorial. The moonlight hall is 

located on the top level, with the opening that penetrates down to the water pond below, 

emphasizing the holistic feeling of the space. Different degrees of ‘opening’ is varied along the 

façade, following the privacy of the space. 

               The Memorial is divided into two major parts; the memorial, or space for keeping the 

remnant, and the Remembering room which is located on the second and third level of the 

Memorial.  The design of the memorial is derived from the Left turning circulation 

(Taksinawatra)which is commonly used in the ceremony related to death in Thailand. The memorial 

originally is an empty structure, which will eventually fill up with the memorial units that are added 

to the structure, representing the unstoppable rise of death. Each tower of the memorial also 

contains the ‘Remembering Room’; the Water and Fire Room. The Fire room is designed especially 

for people to burn offerings to their ancestors. The Water Room is designed to be a place to hold 

small, private rituals within the family. It is elevated above the water pond so the light is reflecting 

from the water surface below into space inside. Both rooms have a smoke chimney that allows 

smoke to go out during the ritual practice, signaling a ceremony is going on in the interior space. 


