
The project Permeable Barriers is a criticism about the massive presence of high walls in the urban space of São Paulo city, 
which arise not only as a consequence of social inequalities, but also because of a cultural issue of Brazilian society. 
The walls that surround the streets create a segregated environment and contribute to an increasingly insecure and hostile 
public space. The main purpose of the project is to design a hybrid building connected with the public space as a better 
answer to the security of the city than the walls. Its mixed use encourages people to visit the place at different periods of the 
day, benefiting the region culturally and economically.
The project creates an interconnection between the street and the building, where both contribute to each other. The core of 
the court is used as an articulating space that mixes the elements street, building and square, in a design solution that softens 
the impact of the walls, seeking a process of integration of the population through the architectural space.  
The intention within the core of the court is to proliferate the public space in a network with the sidewalk. It is an answer 
against the lack of public space in many parts of the city that are reduced to narrow sidewalks. At certain points in the 
pedestrian’s path on the sidewalk expands to squares that are articulated with the urban streets.
 The sustainability of the building is also an item of great importance to the project´s design. The complex is made by 
renewable materials, having in mind the importance of sustainable buildings for the future of the city and its community. It 
is also a way to go against the Brazilian tradition of building just with concrete and masonry, using materials with enhanced 
technology that are more adequate to the complexity of the current moment that demands more sustainable buildings to 
be designed. 
For the structure of the complex, CLT (cross-laminated timber) was chosen for the slabs and MLC (glued laminated timber) 
on the pillars. Besides being renewable, the wood stores CO2 during its growth and with the advance of technology the CLT 
has similar strength to steel and concrete even if made by wood. It also has fire performance and produces few wastes on 
site.
The facades are composed of glass openings with sun protection, which reduce the heat inside the rooms by blocking UV 
rays and, consequently, the use of air conditioning and artificial lighting. It is also protected by movable brises and flower 
boxes that run across the building’s facade and a green roof that contributes to the thermal protection.
The final design of the project contrast with the walls of the neighborhood. It becomes a free space with a strong presence 
of vegetation against the barriers that compose the space around it. 

The square in the center of the court completes the surrounding streets, providing public space for the city in a network 
with the sidewalk, expanding the pedestrian’s path.

A permeable block and building

Permeable barriers 

Center of the court

A permeable block and building

External connections between the buildings  

Diagram showing the program of the building 

Diagram showing the terraces and sidewalks
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Section AA

Link between the building and the side
street

Terraces that link the building with the
street

6th floor: 1- hostel 2- solar panels 6th floor: Offices 

Rooftop: 1- roof garden and solar panels Rooftop: roof garden and solar panels 

Solar panels:
- Renewable energy

Natural ventilation:
- Large openings protected
by Brises Soleil

Wooden Brise:
-Thermal protection

CLT Structure:
- Renewable
- Store CO2 during its
growth
- Similar resistance to
steel and concrete
- Performance against
fire
- Do not introduce any
toxin to inside the building -
Recyclable material

Vegetation on the ground
floor:
- Cooling temperature
- Shade for the pedestrian
- Air humidification

Green roof:
-Thermal protection
-Air humidification

Reuse water:
-Water collected by rain 
and
used for irrigation of
the building´s vegetation

Flowerpot:
-Thermal protection
-Air humidification

Diagram of sustainability Façade of the building  

2nd floor: 1- Hostel, 2-3-4- Atelier 2nd floor: 5-6- Restaurant, 7-cooking school 
8- vegetable garden

3rd floor: 1-Hostel 2-4-sports, 3-gym  3rd floor: 5-6-Library 
7-Midia Library 8- Children´s Library 

4th floor: 1- hostel, 2-4-dance school 3- auditorium 4th floor: Offices 

5th floor: 1- hostel, 2-3-4- study rooms and classrooms 5th floor: Offices and cooworking 

Inside the building  
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