
Representation of Identity in Architecture: Russian Cultural Center    

 

Ankara is the capital city of Turkey and Çankaya, which can be accepted as the new center of this city, 
gained the central character of the nation-state with the newly built modernist buildings and 
survived as a reflection of the new identity that was built for a long time. On the other hand, foreign 
buildings such as the embassy in the center of the city also constitute a universal contribution to the 
identity of Çankaya. Recently, as a result of several incidents such as; the relocation of many 
administrative functions to other parts of the city, wrong infrastructure planning, and the loss of 
qualified users as the city became vehicle-oriented, Çankaya has begun to experience a collapse. 
 
Çankaya, besides being the political and administrative core of the Capital, it is also located as the 
diplomatic center. Especially along the Atatürk Boulevard, which is the main street of Çankaya, there 
are substantial constructions, such as; embassies and diplomatic residences. In addition to these, it is 
possible to see the important modernist buildings of the city along this street. 
 
In the project, a public-related foreign mission building proposal was expected on Atatürk Street, one 
of the first and most important streets of the city. It was requested by the project designers that this 
building represent the architectural culture or period to which they belong and designed for this 
purpose. 
 
The culture represented in this project; Russian constructivism. While this trend was emerging in 
Russia, Turkey were establishing their capital as a new state. For this reason, it is possible to see 
various modernist examples in Ankara's first buildings. Due to the similarity of the period and the 
building styles surrounding the project area, it has been suggested to represent the constructivism 
movement for this project. 
 
Constructivism is an innovative movement. It is dominated the fields of painting, sculpture and 
architecture. New materials, new typologies were tried in architecture. Structure and geometry were 
being developed, and innovative solutions were produced in construction. They were trying to trying 
to represent a strong country by making the first trials in this regard. Shukhov tower and Chernikov's 
drawings can be given as examples of new attempts on architectural and structural fields. 
 
In response to these, started the project with the idea of designing the building vertically for an 
innovative design. Creating an identity in architecture has been developed by the planners for the 
purpose of finding an answer to the question of which; what can be the new typology of 
constructivism? Hence the coming solutions are put forward as: adopting innovative forms, 
innovative materials and functionalism of constructivism. Structure was designed with the solid-void 
relationship located around the public atrium. In this way, public atrium circulation brings the society 
a different experience.The ground floor was evacuated to create a public space and a transition 
between two streets. Access to the building is provided by the public atrium located on the ground 
floor. 
 
In line with the stated purposes, the building, located on this important axis, was requested to be 
designed as an innovative structure that is both functional for the users and compatible with its 
environment for the city. 
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To whom it may concern, 

I am an architect graduated from Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey. This motivation letter I hereby 

wish to state my interest and apply for IE Master in Business for Architecture and Design. I would 

like to participate in this program due to its recognition among European universities, the quality 

of its education, the unique business-oriented program and the job opportunities than it could 

provide after graduation. 

I have developed a strong passion towards architecture by following my parents’ paths. They are 

civil engineers. My parents guided me towards my goals for becoming an architect and to be a 

professional in this field. From the beginning of my life, I knew that I wanted to be an architect and 

I combined my artistic style with their knowledge. 

After completing my undergraduate program, I had a chance to work in design and architecture 

offices. Also, I have been working on some freelance interior design and visualization projects as 

well. Most recently, I had an opportunity to complete an Erasmus+ internship in an architecture 

office in Barcelona.  

I have also done some extracurricular activities like taking design classes. These were on basic 

design, architectural design, urban planning, social housing, and environmental conscious 

building design. Taking design classes in such new and different areas gave me the ability of 

developing solutions against problems involving complex works regarding my area of interest.  I 

can clearly say that I am very confident at evaluating tough problems considering different 

parameters in areas of designing, collages, and visualizations. In addition, I think that architecture 

is not just an individual discipline. It is very important to take an active role in a teamwork and to 

be able to fulfil the responsibilities while working in a harmony which I hope to improve myself  

in this program. 

I want to establish an office of my own in the future. To do that, I need more knowledge and 

experience, especially in the area of design and management. For that reason, this is a very good 

opportunity if I’m excepted for this program. 

I believe that being a student in your program would not only empower my career development, but 

give me the framework to utilize my full potential.  I want to continue learning while creating designs 

and I believe that this program will meet my expectations in this regard. 

 

Sincerely, 

 


