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ABSTRACT

Water is essential to life in every form. It is the world’s most valuable resources and 

has been referred to as blue oil. A natural resource that we are trying to converse, 

preserve, clean and re-use. Water is also an element we continue to fight against. It is 

said that the third world war would be fought for water. It’s precious.

This thesis aims to focus on the South Asian Sea Nomadic Community in the Philippines 

known as the Bajau Laut. For most of their history, the South Asian Sea Nomadic 

communities are seafaring people, living off the sea by trading and subsistence 

fishing. They would come to the shore once in many months after which they would 

travel again for several months before finding land again. But this has changed in 

recent times and the endeavour of this thesis would be finding an appropriate adaptive 

solution to these changes.

This thesis aims to explore the design and technical requirements of amphibious 
and floating structures in the Philippines for the Bajau Laut community. Hence, 
for the purpose of this thesis, a pilot project of an amphibious and floating 
structure is proposed as an architectural model. 

The site selected for the structure is the southernmost tip of Sitangkai island. This 

region has protected waters, which means that it is not affected by major ocean 

currents and hence is a more suitable location for an architectural intervention of an 

amphibious and floating structure amids the Pacific ring. The design intent for the 

architectural intervention is to explore the possibilities of an amphibious and floating 

structure in the context of Sitangkai island.

The proposed architectural intervention would be a floating educational, healthcare, 

and community centre in additional to a coastal seaweed and timber processing centre. 

These centres will function in order to cater to the present day needs of the Bajau Laut 

community of Sitangkai and make an attempt to integrate them into the main stream.  
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3 Bajautopia

1.1  Subject of Research 

Water provides critical resources for 

humans and architecture. It is the basis 

of life. There are numerous benefits 

of water. One of the most important 

attributes of water is its ability to 

connect humans to the fourfold which 

comprises of mortals, the earth, the 

sky, and the divinities. Our connection 

to elements, such as water, helps one 

connect to that fourfold. It creates our 

sense of place and dwelling in the world. 

(Asson, 2018) The first civilisations 

were formed on the banks of rivers.

In today’s time, most of the urban 

settlements are near the coast. While 

urbanisation and industrialisation 

has taken over the world today, 

there are many communities which 

are yet unaware to this change.

There are communities all over the world 

living in, on and near water. 90% of the 

floating villages are located in the South 

Asian region while a few are located 

in Africa and Peru.   (Network, 2019)

a  few of the marine villages from all over 

the world are mentioned in Table 1.1.

                           Figure 1.2  Location map of Floating villages across the world

                           Figure 1.14  Cultural mapping of the Sea Nomadic community
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The South Asian sea nomadic community 

also known as the sea gypsies, 

constitute a small part of the world 

population with their indigenous culture, 

language and their unique lifestyle. 

As we have a connect to land, they 

have a unique connect to water. They 

do not live in a definite geographical 

location. The sea gypsies are true 

masters of the sea, having roamed 

the waters of the Coral Triangle 

between Malaysia, the Philippines 

and Indonesia for many generations.

These communities are still living in line 

with their traditional values, customs 

and beliefs, where they could continue 

to live in peace with water but due to 

political issues, government actions 

and global fish trade has disrupted 

their traditional systems of living forcing 

them to dwell on land without their 

consent. In the modern age, these 

communities are facing a lot of drastic 

changes in their lifestyle hence causing 

problems for their survival. (Slice, 2021)

                           Figure 1.14  Cultural mapping of the Sea Nomadic community
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No. Village, City Description Image Source

1 Tonle Sap, Cambodia

The small communities living on the lake represent a combination of movable houses and permanent structures. The movable houses 
comprise the floating villages, and they can be relocated when the water levels rise. The stilted villages, on the other hand, are constructed 
as permanent structures. The tall, thin stilts that hold the house high enough, to keep the household dry during the wet season. The 
exceptionally long ladders are made to reach the water when the level is low. 

Fig 1.3  Floating village of Tonle Sap

https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/mekong-river-
cruise/tonle-sap-lake/

2 Mogen, Thailand

Living in boats in the waters surrounding South East Asi known as Mogens. They lead a simplistic life spending their lives on boats, following 
unique customs and traditions and speaking a language completely different to the existing ones around them. The origin of the community 
remains uncertain as some scholars believe it is Indonesia; some believe they came from India.  As part of the Thai government’s effort to 
issue them Thai citizenship, the name of this nomadic people has officially changed to Thai Mai or new Thai.

Fig 1.4  Floating village of Mogen

https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/moken-
people.html

3 Uros, Peru
The Uru people have lived on the lake for nearly 4,000 years, which is near the city of Puno, Peru. About 1,200 villagers still live in the area, 
earning money through tourism and selling handicrafts, and have remained true to their culture by continuing to dress in traditional clothing 
and surviving off fish they catch from the lake and eating edible parts of the surrounding reeds.

Fig 1.5  Floating village of Uros

https://www.peruhop.com/wp-
content/uploads/Puno1.jpg
https://www.globeguide.ca/uros-reed-islands-lake-
titicaca/

4 Day-asan, Philippines

Day-asan Floating Village is a fishing village known for its houses on wooden stilts on the surface water. Popularly known as Little Venice of 
Surigao City, the village is home to around 1, 800 people. In this floating village, houses are built on wooden stilts or piles of rock in the 
shallow water and feature waterways and small pedestrian bridges. The villagers make their living from fishing and also raise fish and 
lobsters in enclosures in the village.

Fig 1.6  Floating village of Day-asan

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.thelonerider.com/2013/jun/day_asan/ima
ges/p6122474.jpg

5 Ha-Long Bay, Vietnam

The Ha-Long or Halong Bay’s floating village comprises of four villages where people sustain through fishing and fish cultivation activities. 
Originally emerged as a place for returning fishermen to sell their catch, the Halong Bay was later turned into a floating village. Now the 
floating villages have around 1,600 people live in four fishing villages such as Cua Van, Ba Hang, Cong Tau and Vong Vieng. Each village in 
Ha-Long Bay is a completely self-contained society. UNESCO has designated it as a World Heritage site.

Fig 1.7  Floating village of Ha-Long Bay

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://vietnamdiscovery.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Cua-Van-fishing-village-in-
Halong-Bay.jpg

6 Ganvie, Africa

Situated on the waters of Lake Nokoué, the stilt village of Ganvie is a residential formation comprising of people of Tofinu ethnicity. First built 
in the 16th century, the village was created when escaping from Fon warriors. With a population of almost 20,000 people, the village now 
features school, hospital, floating shops and even a hotel targeting tourists. The mode of transportation used by the villagers is kayaks while 
the main occupation is fishing and trading of fruits and vegetables. Known as the Venice of Africa, Ganvie is now Africa’s largest lake village.

Fig 1.8  Floating village of Ganvie

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://thekolsocial.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/AdobeStock_227041
371.jpeg

7 Yawnghwe, Myanmar

Located on the lake of Inle, the floating village of Yawnghwe has a cluster of 17 hamlets that has a population of around 70,000 people. In the 
floating village of Yawnghwe, the houses are built on stilts and kayaks are used for transportation. Fishing is the main activity in the village 
while trading of vegetables and fruits is also carried out for a living. Currently, the floating village of Yawnghwe is as a major tourist attraction 
in the country.

Fig 1.9  Floating village of Yawnghwe

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://ak.jogurucdn.com/media/image/p15/media_ga
llery-2015-11-30-13-
4_Yawnghwe_82a41743124f824c3c1a41a044028a2
b.jpg

8 Kampong, Phluk

Kampong is a home of about 1800 families and is a major tourist destination in the region. During the dry season in Kampong Phlukm, the 
stilts of the houses will expose due to the lack of water and many of the villagers move out onto the lake to stay in temporary houses. When 
the water level rises and the stilts will go under the water, the families move back to their permanent houses on the floodplain. The villagers 
make their living from fishing, particularly from shrimp harvesting.

Fig 1.10  Floating village of Kampong

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://floatingvillagetours.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/flaoting-village-cambo.jpg

9 Aberdeen, Hong Kong
Once a thriving hub of a floating village, the floating village of Aberdeen in Hong Kong has now drastically gone down. The floating village 
was established by a group of people, known as Tanka, who came to Hong Kong in 600s and 700s when the area was gaining a major 
foothold as an important harbour. The total population of these boat dwellers in Hong Kong was estimated at 40,000 in 1982.

Fig 1.11  Floating village of Aberdeen

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.tripchinaguide.com/public/upload/photo/a
berdeen-floating-
village/img_508_d20131008104752.jpg

10 Sea Gypsies of Borneo

The Sea Gypsies of Borneo, known as the Bajau, have successfully evolved as a peaceful community live entirely off of the sea for years. By 
setting up their homes on boats off the coast of Borneo, the Sea Gypsies of Borneo depends on fishing as an economic activity. These boat-
dwelling nomads were created as ethnic conflicts forced them to migrate from the islands of the Sulu Archipelago in the Philippines to areas 
Sabah and Borneo. While the community was living disconnected from the outside world in the past, the recent time has witnessed some of 
them are moving onshore to live on the small islands near to mainland.

Fig 1.12  Floating village of Borneo

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.rehahnphotographer.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/A-JOURNEY-IN-BORNEO-
WITH-SEA-GYPSIES-5.jpg

11 Ko Panyi, Thailand

Located in Thailand, Ko Panyi is an Indonesian fishing village that is built on stilts. Situated under the shadow of a vertical limestone cliff, Ko 
Panyi consists of 360 families with a total population of 1,685. This floating village features a school, market, and mosque, and most 
interestingly, a football pitch built using old scraps of wood and fishing rafts. While the Life in Ko Panyi traditionally depends on fishing, 
tourism has been one of the income sources of the villagers in the recent past. In the time of explorations that seek a living space for 
humankind beyond the earth, these floating villages remain as testimonies to the fact that human beings can adapt themselves to any 
environment and sustain themselves without any problems whatsoever.

Fig 1.13  Floating village of Ko Panyi

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://images.adsttc.com/media/images/5fff/7dd4/63
c0/17e1/3600/0153/newsletter/02.jpg?1610579404

      Table 1.1  Floating villages across the world
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No. Village, City Description Image Source

1 Tonle Sap, Cambodia

The small communities living on the lake represent a combination of movable houses and permanent structures. The movable houses 
comprise the floating villages, and they can be relocated when the water levels rise. The stilted villages, on the other hand, are constructed 
as permanent structures. The tall, thin stilts that hold the house high enough, to keep the household dry during the wet season. The 
exceptionally long ladders are made to reach the water when the level is low. 

Fig 1.3  Floating village of Tonle Sap

https://www.aquaexpeditions.com/mekong-river-
cruise/tonle-sap-lake/

2 Mogen, Thailand

Living in boats in the waters surrounding South East Asi known as Mogens. They lead a simplistic life spending their lives on boats, following 
unique customs and traditions and speaking a language completely different to the existing ones around them. The origin of the community 
remains uncertain as some scholars believe it is Indonesia; some believe they came from India.  As part of the Thai government’s effort to 
issue them Thai citizenship, the name of this nomadic people has officially changed to Thai Mai or new Thai.

Fig 1.4  Floating village of Mogen

https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/moken-
people.html

3 Uros, Peru
The Uru people have lived on the lake for nearly 4,000 years, which is near the city of Puno, Peru. About 1,200 villagers still live in the area, 
earning money through tourism and selling handicrafts, and have remained true to their culture by continuing to dress in traditional clothing 
and surviving off fish they catch from the lake and eating edible parts of the surrounding reeds.

Fig 1.5  Floating village of Uros

https://www.peruhop.com/wp-
content/uploads/Puno1.jpg
https://www.globeguide.ca/uros-reed-islands-lake-
titicaca/

4 Day-asan, Philippines

Day-asan Floating Village is a fishing village known for its houses on wooden stilts on the surface water. Popularly known as Little Venice of 
Surigao City, the village is home to around 1, 800 people. In this floating village, houses are built on wooden stilts or piles of rock in the 
shallow water and feature waterways and small pedestrian bridges. The villagers make their living from fishing and also raise fish and 
lobsters in enclosures in the village.

Fig 1.6  Floating village of Day-asan

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.thelonerider.com/2013/jun/day_asan/ima
ges/p6122474.jpg

5 Ha-Long Bay, Vietnam

The Ha-Long or Halong Bay’s floating village comprises of four villages where people sustain through fishing and fish cultivation activities. 
Originally emerged as a place for returning fishermen to sell their catch, the Halong Bay was later turned into a floating village. Now the 
floating villages have around 1,600 people live in four fishing villages such as Cua Van, Ba Hang, Cong Tau and Vong Vieng. Each village in 
Ha-Long Bay is a completely self-contained society. UNESCO has designated it as a World Heritage site.

Fig 1.7  Floating village of Ha-Long Bay

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://vietnamdiscovery.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Cua-Van-fishing-village-in-
Halong-Bay.jpg

6 Ganvie, Africa

Situated on the waters of Lake Nokoué, the stilt village of Ganvie is a residential formation comprising of people of Tofinu ethnicity. First built 
in the 16th century, the village was created when escaping from Fon warriors. With a population of almost 20,000 people, the village now 
features school, hospital, floating shops and even a hotel targeting tourists. The mode of transportation used by the villagers is kayaks while 
the main occupation is fishing and trading of fruits and vegetables. Known as the Venice of Africa, Ganvie is now Africa’s largest lake village.

Fig 1.8  Floating village of Ganvie

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://thekolsocial.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2020/05/AdobeStock_227041
371.jpeg

7 Yawnghwe, Myanmar

Located on the lake of Inle, the floating village of Yawnghwe has a cluster of 17 hamlets that has a population of around 70,000 people. In the 
floating village of Yawnghwe, the houses are built on stilts and kayaks are used for transportation. Fishing is the main activity in the village 
while trading of vegetables and fruits is also carried out for a living. Currently, the floating village of Yawnghwe is as a major tourist attraction 
in the country.

Fig 1.9  Floating village of Yawnghwe

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://ak.jogurucdn.com/media/image/p15/media_ga
llery-2015-11-30-13-
4_Yawnghwe_82a41743124f824c3c1a41a044028a2
b.jpg

8 Kampong, Phluk

Kampong is a home of about 1800 families and is a major tourist destination in the region. During the dry season in Kampong Phlukm, the 
stilts of the houses will expose due to the lack of water and many of the villagers move out onto the lake to stay in temporary houses. When 
the water level rises and the stilts will go under the water, the families move back to their permanent houses on the floodplain. The villagers 
make their living from fishing, particularly from shrimp harvesting.

Fig 1.10  Floating village of Kampong

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://floatingvillagetours.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/flaoting-village-cambo.jpg

9 Aberdeen, Hong Kong
Once a thriving hub of a floating village, the floating village of Aberdeen in Hong Kong has now drastically gone down. The floating village 
was established by a group of people, known as Tanka, who came to Hong Kong in 600s and 700s when the area was gaining a major 
foothold as an important harbour. The total population of these boat dwellers in Hong Kong was estimated at 40,000 in 1982.

Fig 1.11  Floating village of Aberdeen

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.tripchinaguide.com/public/upload/photo/a
berdeen-floating-
village/img_508_d20131008104752.jpg

10 Sea Gypsies of Borneo

The Sea Gypsies of Borneo, known as the Bajau, have successfully evolved as a peaceful community live entirely off of the sea for years. By 
setting up their homes on boats off the coast of Borneo, the Sea Gypsies of Borneo depends on fishing as an economic activity. These boat-
dwelling nomads were created as ethnic conflicts forced them to migrate from the islands of the Sulu Archipelago in the Philippines to areas 
Sabah and Borneo. While the community was living disconnected from the outside world in the past, the recent time has witnessed some of 
them are moving onshore to live on the small islands near to mainland.

Fig 1.12  Floating village of Borneo

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://www.rehahnphotographer.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/A-JOURNEY-IN-BORNEO-
WITH-SEA-GYPSIES-5.jpg

11 Ko Panyi, Thailand

Located in Thailand, Ko Panyi is an Indonesian fishing village that is built on stilts. Situated under the shadow of a vertical limestone cliff, Ko 
Panyi consists of 360 families with a total population of 1,685. This floating village features a school, market, and mosque, and most 
interestingly, a football pitch built using old scraps of wood and fishing rafts. While the Life in Ko Panyi traditionally depends on fishing, 
tourism has been one of the income sources of the villagers in the recent past. In the time of explorations that seek a living space for 
humankind beyond the earth, these floating villages remain as testimonies to the fact that human beings can adapt themselves to any 
environment and sustain themselves without any problems whatsoever.

Fig 1.13  Floating village of Ko Panyi

https://www.marineinsight.com/life-at-sea/10-floating-
villages-across-the-world/
https://images.adsttc.com/media/images/5fff/7dd4/63
c0/17e1/3600/0153/newsletter/02.jpg?1610579404

      Table 1.1  Floating villages across the world
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1.2  Topic of Research

For most of their history, the South 

Asian Sea Nomadic communities have 

been a nomadic, seafaring people, 

living off the sea by trading and 

subsistence fishing. They kept close to 

the shore by erecting houses on stilts 

and travelled using lepas (handmade 

boats) which many lived in. They 

would come to the shore once in many 

months after which they would travel 

again for several months before finding 

land again. But this has changed in 

recent times and the endeavour of this 

thesis would be finding an appropriate 

adaptive solution to these changes.

1.2.1  Shelter
For any community to survive, a 

liveable space is required. Being sea 

gypsies, the community, would live on 

lepas which would leave them exposed 

to tsunamis, cyclones and storms 

causing many would lose their lives. 

Living in a world of permanence, they 

found it difficult to survive. Hence, an 

integrated development would not 

only help them to lead a better life in 

terms of better housing and sanitation, 

it would also reduce poverty, improve 

their health and immunity as well 

as help in uplifting the community. 
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1.2.2  Healthcare 
The sea gypsies do not even have 

sufficient drinking water to survive which 

has affected their hygiene and health 

conditions in general. This has led to 

low immunity and hence the community 

has become prone to more diseases. 

They do not have proper healthcare 

facilities such as hospitals and in 

Sitangkai, they do not even have a 

healthcare centre. With such poor 

healthcare, a community cannot survive. 

The development program would help 

in overcoming such severe problems 

thus reducing the mortality rate.

1.2.3  Education
If a community does not have education, 

it cannot progress. Education is one of 

the most important means to overcome 

limitations, gain knowledge and open 

up a set of new opportunities for 

the community. Spending the entire 

education can help them overcome the 

barriers of their daily activities hence 

stepping out into the world. (Grace, 2020)
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1.2.4  Culture and Traditions 
The communities have their own 

customs and traditions. They believe in 

M’boh Tuhan as their god and creator of 

the world. Considered as the supreme 

ruler, he made the animals, plants, 

and human beings equal. They also 

believe that their world is divided into 

two: a physical and a spiritual world. 

The physical world is comprised of 

land and sea. It is in the latter where 

the Bajau Laut belong. They have 

festivals which they celebrate in which 

the Regatta Lepa is the largest festival. 

1.2.5  Seaweed Production
The Philippines is the third largest 

seaweed producer in the world. Many 

people from the Philippines make a 

living from seaweed farming and it is an 

important source of income for the people. 

Promoting seaweed production and 

processing can help them to utilise 

their abundant natural resource into 

a source of their economic drive 

helping them overcome poverty and 

inducing a business network system. 

                           Figure 1.15  Cultural mapping of the sea nomadic community
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         Figure 1.16  Seaweed Production
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1.3  Background Research

The South Asian sea nomadic 

communities until recently, used to live 

on small boats and had never settled 

in one location. They used to sail while 

catching fish and occasionally go 

ashore only for selling their catch to 

buy secondary needs that they cannot 

make themselves. They way of life for 

the community was well adapted to the 

ecological zone of the sea, the coral 

islands and reefs or the mangrove 

swamps and adjacent coastal areas 

about which they possess remarkable 

knowledge. Travelling in small groups 

of kinsmen under the leadership of an 

elder, following ocean currents and 

tides, winds, fishing grounds and the 

position of the sun, the moon and the 

stars was a way of life for the community.

they originated from (usually an 

island). Each subgroup speaks a 

distinct language or dialect that are 

usually mutually intelligible with their 

immediate neighbouring subgroup in a 

continuous linguistic chain. The South 

Asian sea nomadic communities come 

from the Sulu Islands region in the 

Southern the Philippines and because 

of their nomadic sea life, this community 

eventually spread into the waters 

of Malaysia, Brunei and Indonesia.

They are broadly classified into 

three types- Moken, Orang Laut 

and Sama-Bajau. The Moken and 

Orang Laut communities have 

settled on land but some of the 

Sama Bajau are still living on water.

The Sama-Bajau are fragmented into 

highly diverse subgroups. They have 

never been politically united and are 

usually subject to the land-based 

political groups of the areas they settle.

Most subgroups of Sama-Bajau 

name themselves after the place
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In the Philippines, the Sama-Bajau 

can be divided into three general 

groups based on where they settle:

Sama Lipid: The shoreline Sama 

which traditionally lived in stilt houses 

in shallows and coastal areas. They 

are originally from the larger islands 

of Tawi-Tawi. They farm when there 

is available land. They usually act as 

middlemen in trade between the Bajau 

Laut and other land-based peoples.

Sama Darat: The land Sama which 

traditionally lived in island interiors. They 

are usually farmers who cultivate rice, 

sweet potato, cassava, and coconuts 

for copra through traditional slash-and-

burn agriculture. They are originally 

from the larger islands of Tawi-Tawi and 

Pangutaran. In the Philippines, the Sama 

Darat will often completely differentiate 

themselves from the Bajau Laut.

Bajau Laut (Sama Dilaut): The ocean 

Sama, in the Philippines, the preferred 

ethnonym is Sama Dilaut; while in 

Malaysia, they usually identify as 

Bajau Laut. This subgroup originally 

lived exclusively on elaborately crafted 

houseboats called lepa, but almost 

all have taken to living on land in the 

Philippines. Their home islands include 

Sitangkai and Bongao. They sometimes 

call themselves the Sama To'ongan, 

to distinguish themselves from the 

land-dwelling Sama-Bajau subgroups.



13 Bajautopia

1.4  Justification for Topic 
         Selection

South Asian sea nomadic community 

are isolated from the world. They have 

been ignored for centuries. Only a few 

people have learnt about their existence 

and have thought the need to try making 

a better life from them. They have been 

roaming in the sea for centuries without 

proper shelter, food and sanitation 

let alone education and finances. 

The Bajau Laut are still living on 

water and have a unique bond with 

the ocean thus not wanted to live on 

land. For this dissertation, the Bajau 

Laut community would be studied.

Unfortunately, the Bajau Laut community 

is not recognised as citizens of any 

country. Hence they do not receive the 

benefits a regular citizen would avail. 

1.5  Aim

The aim of this dissertation is to derive a 

programme which will focus on cultural, 

economic, educational, medical, 

physical and social development of 

a sea nomadic community with the 

help of an architectural intervention.

When they try to pull over to a mainland, 

usually not long after they will be driven 

out by the local population. Government 

officials emphasise that their culture and 

way of life prove a hindrance to regional 

development and nation-building hence 

they are forced to abandon their lifestyle 

and follow a path set by the government 

which is wiping out their culture and 

traditions. The goal of this dissertation 

is to bring light on this community and 

making people aware that following 

their traditions is alright and one can 

adapt to this new change without 

compromising their rich heritage. This 

would help them to retain their culture 

and belief system and live life according 

to their will but the same time put a step 

forward in their growth and wellness. 
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1.6  Objectives 

The objectives of this dissertation is-

• To study the living style, 

settlement pattern and livelihood 

of a sea nomadic community.

• To introduce a program that will 

empower the unprivileged sea 

nomadic community that will promote 

the educational, cultural, social 

development of the community 

which will help bridge the gap 

between them and the urban society 

so that they stay connected to the 

world and no more feel neglected.

• To provide necessary infrastructure 

that is required by the community 

but at the same time safeguard 

their roots and cultural heritage 

of the sea nomadic community.

• To bring a change that will 

help eradicate poverty and 

improve the socio-economic 

conditions of the community.

• To maximise the functionality and 

utility of the architectural intervention 

based on the needs of the community.

Figure 1.17 
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1.7  Hypothesis Statement

The Sea Nomadic Community 

are treated as refugees and lack 

basic infrastructure, healthcare and 

educational facilities. They have been 

forced to move to land and live a 

lifestyle which they are not accustomed 

to hence losing their cultural beliefs and 

traditional ways of living. An architectural 

intervention that will help cater the 

basic needs and will address the issue 

of poverty, illiteracy, unemployment 

and disconnect from the ocean that 

will result in the overall uplifting and 

development of the community whilst 

maintain their connect with water.

Hence, the tittle, ‘Preservation 

and upliftment of the South 

Asian Sea Nomadic Community- 

Bajau Laut of the Philippines’.

15 Bajautopia

 Figure 1.18
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1.8  Research Framework and 
         Methodology 

• Understanding the relation between 

water and the Bajau Laut community.

• Understand the issues of 

the Bajau Laut community.

• Study the research done by 

various documentaries and  

the Philippines government 

official website (GOV.PH).

• Study the topographical 

projections, seismic zone 

rates for the year 2017-2022.

• Understand the impact of the problem 

by the projected map of sea and 

development plans of the Philippines.

• By the means of case studies 

understand different measures 

taken and various technological 

advancement done to adapt to the 

sea and sustain in harsh climate.
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1.9  Need for and role of an 
         Architectural Intervention

South Asian sea nomadic community 

are socially and economically weaker, 

living in naturally isolated regions. They 

are still devoid of basic infrastructure 

facilities like houses, drinking water 

and sanitation, electricity, health and 

education, which do not allow them to 

absorb technological and financial help 

provided by the government. Due to 

circumstances, they are forced to move 

to land and live a lifestyle which they 

are not accustomed to hence losing 

their cultural beliefs and traditional 

ways of living Providing them with an 

architectural intervention that will help 

cater the needs to housing, education 

and health facilities for all age groups 

will ultimately address the issue of 

poverty, illiteracy, unemployment 

and disconnect from the ocean that 

will result in the overall uplifting and 

development of the community whilst 

maintain their connect with water. 

(Ng & Badaruddin, Bajautopia , 2021)

 

 Figure 1.19
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1.10  Identification of Sample 
           Space

The sea gypsies are having roamed 

the waters of the Coral Triangle 

between Malaysia, The Philippines and 

Indonesia for many generations, some 

of them have settled on land while 

many still continue their life on the sea. 

For this dissertation, the Bajau 

Laut community would be studied. 

The community has settled in 

Sulu archipelago, Sitangkai and 

Bongao islands in the Philippines.

The Bongao islands and Sulu 

archipelago have developed much 

more than in comparison to Sitangkai. 

and the Bajau Lauts living in Bongao 

have adapted mainly to the land and 

have infrastructural facilities like proper 

houses, schools, hospitals, etc. While 

the Bajau Lauts living in Sitangkai 

are a minority still live in stilt houses 

which are not built to survive tsunamis, 

earthquakes, etc. They have poor 

sanitation, inadequate food supplies and 

no healthcare centres. They frequently 

experience electricity cuts and drinking 

water shortage. Hence Sitangkai 

would be an ideal sample space so 

as to help the Bajau Laut community 

living on the sea. (Channel, 2013)

Figure 1.20  Location map of Bajau community
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