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AMAZONIA..through the looking glass NOA - 1403

The vast expanse of the  Amazonian region brings together a multitude of species ranging from aquatic to terrestrial, arboreal and aerial. The close 
adjacencies allow them to interact with one another, creating ecosystems that are in a constant state of flux. The region serves as a  reminder of the 
long and gradual evolutionary road of life on planet Earth; starting with the simplest unicellular aquatic creatures and evolving into a complex variety 
of terrestrial and aerial forms. Over time, organisms in each class have found a way to react and adapt based on their surrounding habitat.

Our project draws from this natural precedent and proposes a series of structures that formally evolve based on their programmatic and contextual 
needs. The observatory is a combination of linked interventions arranged beginning with the relatively simple aquatic structure that provides access 
to transportation, welcomes visitors and allows one to observe the river and its underwater ecology. It is then connected to the administrative and 
information node, which helps nature enthusiasts get acquainted with the site and its terrestrial habitat.  Continuing through the project are  a series 
of elevated residential, research, and education based components that are in close proximity to the arboreal and aerial species.  These forms are 
opportunistic and incorporate views,  energy creating strategies, and experiences to bring visitors to the Amazon and its immense diversity.
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Window apertures on the 
south side are smaller to 
provide shade from  southern 
sunlight. They increase in 
width along the north facade 
to allow in indirect northern 
light, thus reducing solar 
gain.

4. Performance

Characteristic Features:

Angled window openings 
direct viewers to specific 
views into the Amazon. They 
also isolate the viewer from 
the surrounding interior 
condition of the observatory 
and allow for a more singular 
experience of the outdoors. 

3. Views

Spaces flow from one to 
the next - and occasionally 
from exterior to interior (and 
vice versa) – to allow the 
viewers to experience the 
transitions within the natural 
surroundings and learn about 
ecological diversity. 

2. Sequence

Cone shaped form allows 
for diffused light creating 
an interesting interior 
environment. It also enables 
the stack effect leading to 
natural ventilation.

1. Atmospheric

site plan

elevation | 1:750 

exploded axonometric | 1:1000


