
 2   SATELLITES

The satellites will be structures integrated in to the 
urban fabric of their host city.

As a person walks on to a panel, the panel will eject 
a fine mist of water to form a screen. This allows 
the projection of a ‘live’ video feed from the NOA 
Base to be seen. The visual trace dissolves with the 
mist in to the air until another person passes by. 

The aims is to compare the two urban conditions - 
human city and Amazon in a way that reveals the 
ever present effect the Amazon has on our life. 

SATELLITE PROPOSAL

The panels can be choreographed to define spaces between 
views and projections to encourage consideration of certain 
conditions or to ensure areas of high solar incidence are free 
of pedestrians to optimise electricity generation for the sys-
tems.

To open our mind to something unfamiliar, we must find a way to relate it to what we already know. 

NATURE OBSERVATORY of AMAZONIA

 1   NATURE OBSERVATORY (BASE)

NOA 14 14

A RAINFOREST IS A CITY

1 Its activity is stratified on a series of levels that are connected by pillars of vertical circulation - Floors around Cores. 

2 Each smaller collection of shrubs, trees and animals acts as a unit; connected to others around it but contained as a micro-ecosystem   
 in itself — Buildings

3 All of this is rooted to the forest floor, which distributes the necessary resources (water, nutrients) and allows for lateral circulation - Utilities and Roads. 

However, the level of interdependence of each of these elements is far more profound than that in our cities. Where we have (most often) 
just one plane of lateral movement - the ground - rainforests have a minimum of three* - the forest floor, the understorey and the canopy/
emergent layer. Furthermore, the scale of a rainforest along a major artery like the Amazon River is unprecedented for a human urban envi-
ronment. 

Amazonia is a region that takes what we understand as ‘urban’ and simultaneously makes it more intimate and more immense. 

However it is a phenomenon hardly considered. We live in a sight-centric world, and the Amazon’s connection to the rest of the planet, as its 
“lungs”, is invisible when in effect. The metropolises of the human world are connected by invisible fields that precipitate visible effects - e.g. 
Economy to Goods. Every urban centre has left a trace in some way in every other one. The Amazon must be connected in similar terms to 
assert its position as a city on this planet. 

PROPOSAL

The proposal is for the Nature Observatory in the Amazon to operate as a base, connecting to satellite structures in cities all over the world. 
The invisible field of the air, the Amazon’s primary ‘export’, will be the medium through which this environment can be visually embedded in 
to the urban conditions of other metropolitan areas. 

Thus, the majority of people who won’t be able to ever visit the Amazon are given a point of contact, therfore hopefully learning why this 
natural urban environment is integral to life on earth. 
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