
NOA 1461

bending of the shape

exhibition zones

ways through 
the building

isometric drawing 
scale: 1:200

Amazonia from top to button - an attraction for protection
The abundance of species living in the Amazon rainforest makes it one of the most beautiful and fas-
cinating places on earth. But the variety of its threats is nearly as high as the variety of plants and ani-
mals living there. For economic reasons like timber trade, paper industry, agricultural interests, mining 
operations or hydroelectric projects this unique ecosystem has been exploited and destroyed. The 
project, the Nature Observatory Amazonia, therefore aims to provide an economic alternative to the 
deforestation of the rainforest.
The most sustainable way to gain profit from the rainforest without destroying it is to make it an at-
traction the way it is just now. Our concept combines tourism and research to a circle where each can 
benefit from the other. The NOA serves as a base station for several itinerant research stations, which 
are financed by the income of the Observatory. In return the results and discoveries are exhibited and 
will attract more tourists. Due to this concept ecotourism can both offer the people living in the rain-
forest a new field of work and it will draw the visitors’ attention to the necessity and the feasibility to 
protect the rainforest.

The Nature Observatory Amazonia is located about 50 km southwest of Santarém, between the large 
deforested areas in the south and the nearly untouched regions in the northwest of Amazonia, mark-
ing the border of present deforestation and aiming to prevent any further. It is meant to be an attrac-
tion pole for tourists, making it a starting point which offers information for their adventure trip into 
the Amazon rainforest. The exhibition reveals a comprehensive knowledge about the many diverse 
aspects concerning Amazonia. Also it is a point of departure for daytrips along the Rio Tapajós and 
deeper into the rainforest. The building is defined by a shape bending down into the clearwater river 
on the western side and bending up over the treetops on the eastern side, giving the visitor the op-
portunity to explore the flora and fauna in the air and underwater firsthand. Map of Amazonia with topography, the riversystem, national parks and reserves  1 : 20 000 000 Deforestation  1 : 20 000 000 Santarém and surrondings  1 : 2 000 000


