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LOCATION
I chose a site in Brazil on the Rio Negro river which is accessible by boat 
from Manaus. The city of Manaus ranks among the largest cities in the 
Amazon region and has an airport. On the way to the site there is a pos-
sibility to stop at Praia Grande Beach and to visit the islands in Anavilhas 
National Park. The site is situated in the tropical rainforest. 

SITUATION 
The selected site is situated on the borders of two national parks in the 
Amazon rainforest. The building is to serve as a strategic point for hiking 
trips lasting several days. It is accessible by river. We assume that the 
boats are equipped for longer trips so we do not need to design a dormi-
tory for a large number of visitors. 

CONCEPT 
The research of nature will be mediated via natural trails. One leads to the 
upper floors of the rain forest where some species of animals and plants 
live. The NOA station stands under an elevated path. Other trails lead to 
the surrounding national parks between which the building is located. I 
expect that on the riverside the height of trees is not that high as in the 
deep forest. Workshops/lessons can take place on the planned courtyard 
which is partly protected from the pitfalls of wilderness.

The building is entered through a courtyard. The lobby contains informa-
tion panels supplying the visitors with basic information about the area. 
It is followed by classrooms and a library with a reading room. Then there 
are toilets and a small kitchen with a SOS signaling system. On the 1st 
floor there are rooms for interactive exhibitions and one vacant space 
that can serve as a bedroom for temporary visitors. A warehouse and 
facilities are located on the 2nd floor.  This can by used by people offen 
using this place such as guides or biologist etc.

The house is designed as energy-independent and it is assumed that no 
one lives there permanently. The energy is generated in a small hydro-
power plant, anchored in the river pier. Drinking water is produced from 
river water using water purifiers placed under the floor.

The whole building is constructed from materials found in the vicinity of 
the observation, i.e. wood.  The Southern part of the façade is conceived 
as a grid which makes it possible for visitors to observe the outside world. 
The ground floor is constructed 1 m above the earth surface due to poi-
sonous reptiles and fluctuating water levels.
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