
New learning center in Madrid-Río, Madrid, Spain. 

 
The task of the project was to design a learning centre for 750 students 
in Madrid, focusing on the spatial qualities that new kinds of teaching 
request. 
 
The building is located facing the new linear park along the river in 
Madrid, in built strip that formerly denied the relationship between the 
city and the new park. This location gives the building an important role 
on the new urban facade towards the river and makes it play an 
important role in the connection between the city and the river. 
Therefore, the building is “inserted” into the built strip, but interrupting its 
continuity, allowing a new connection between both sides of the strip, 
and behaving more as a link between the city and the new urban park 
than as a barrier between them. 
 
The plot where it’s located has almost 9 m height difference between 
the city and the park. This height difference is used to segregate the 
building uses in clearly differenced layers: the public part (housing the 
library, cafeteria, sports area and auditorium) is accessible from the 
park level, and organized around a covered plaza. The teaching 
facilities are placed on the higher level, accessible from the city. 
 
The whole building is organized around an open-air void that hosts the 
main stairs and that connects, at diverse points, with the outside, 
creating a series of courtyards and patios for the social gathering of 
the teenagers. These are considered as important as the indoor 
teaching spaces. 
 
The spatial layout of the school is based on a traditional display, where 
groups of classrooms and other learning spaces are organized around 
diverse courtyards, so each of those spaces have direct contact with 
the exterior. Due to the relatively small size of the plot, the traditional 
plan schema is transformed into section. 
 
The educational process is based on a free education, where the 
students organize their own time and subjects according to their wills. 
That way, the interior is an open plan space, allowing the building to 
change its function easily, according to the different needs. 
Classrooms, labs and workshops are organized around common and 
individual work areas, which can also be used as meeting points, 
connecting with the outdoor space. Visual connections and double 
heights allow the students have a clear vision of what is happening on 
the different spaces, so they can freely choose what they want to do 
at each time. 
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