
DRILLINGS
Diverse patios and outdoor spaces are created, connecting the 

main void to the outside.
Thepatios facing the river are bigger than the ones facing the city
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IRREGULARIZATION
The space becames more complex as the “solid” becames 

irregular.
More variety of indoor and outdoor spaces

LIMIT-LINK between CITY & PARK
Thebuilding is located between the city and the river,

It pretends to be a link between both more than a frontier

The drilling of the volume defines the outdoor socializing spaces

STRATIFICATION
The height difference between the city and the park allows to 

make a clear programme stratification.
Accesses are also different according to this stratification

MAIN VOID: COMMUNICATIONS
A central void allowsthe entrance of light and air into the building

The main stairscase is hosted in that main void
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The spatial layout of the school is based on a tradi-
tional display where common spaces have an inde-
pendent entrance so they can be shared with the 
neighbourhood. Groups of classrooms are organized 
arround diverse patios so that each of them has di-
rect contact with the exterior. Due to the the relatively 
small size of the plot, the traditional plan schema is 

transformed into section.
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The building is placed in Madrid, face to the new urban park 
of Madrid-Río in a built strip that formerly denyed the realtion-
ship between the city and the new park. On the other hand, this 
location gives the building an important role on the new urban 
facade towards the river. For those two reasons, the building is 
inserted into the built strip, but interrupting its continuity, behaving 
more as a link between the city and the new urban park than as 
a barrier between them.

CONCEPT SCHEMAS AND GENERAL OVERVIEW

GROUND FLOOR PLAN_COMMON SPACES SHARED  ENTRANCE (+0M) SHOOL ENTRANCE PLAN (+8,4M)

5th FLOOR PLAN _LEARNING CENTRE(+21M)
LONG SECTION

VIEW FROM THE OTHER SHORE OF THE RIVER



The kind of education proposed for this learning center -for students between 16 and 19 years- can’t be understood from conventionalism and teaching tradition (lines of clasrooms along a corridor). Instead, it is design following 
openness and flexibility concepts to promote a suitable learning ambiance, both individually and in groups. Several critical pedagogical concepts have been taken into account:

4) The division of the plan in smaller sectors allows several activities to take place 
simultaneously without interfering with each other. The size variety in those sectors 
(both in plan and in section) make each of them suitable to host a different kind of 
activity.

1) The building is organized around a central void that goes from the ground to the 
roof and hosts the main stairs and organizes the educational spaces around it.  The 
main staircase is not only the heart of the educational and social life of the build-
ing, but also a place to stay, to see and be seen.

2) It is a school without traditional classrooms, where social spaces, organized around the cen-
tral void and connected to each other and to the outside, are very important. The number and 
variety of such spaces allow a wide range of situations happen, from spontaneous meetings to 
exhibitions and group work areas. The building is based on the condition that this continuous 
social space is really "lived" and used by students, being more than just a circulation space.

5) Visual connections between different spaces were considered. This way, each student can 
choose himself what activity he wants to do at every moment, where to do it and who with. The 
relative transparency of the walls dividing the "sectors"  and the drilling of the slabs, creating 
double heights, allow an ectosymbiotic functional relationship: there is a visual connection, but 
no interference of activities.

6) Unlike in traditional schools, where each group of students have a classroom 
and are the teachers who move from one classroom to another, here students are 
the ones moving from space to space. This makes the students have space-
awareness of the building and promotes social encounters with other students from 
different groups. For this reason, the routes are important, since they make that 
social (and  circulation) spaces  "alive", and spontaneous encounters take place. 

3) Inside, the space is set by the furniture, the few fix cores and mobile walls. This 
way, the space is flexible: the same space is susceptible to host different types of 
activities with just a little adjustment that allows to easily redistribute and rearrange 
the space almost completely at will.
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