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SITE PLAN & LOCATION 
The new passenger terminal is located in the Passenger & Vehicle port of Tangier-Med, Morocco. It has five docks to moor 
eight ferries with a total capacity of 7,000 passengers and 2,800 vehicles. Particular attention has been given to the 
access and internal circulation of vehicles. There are two different entry gates: one for cars and the other one for trucks, 
both coming from the N6 motorway, which connects Tangier to Ceuta (Spain).

WWe can appreciate the internal paths of the vehicles. Access 1 allows private cars to reach platform 1 and the car park 
in front of the terminal building. Access 2 allows trucks to reach platform 2. We can see also the ‘footprints’ of the 
structural supports of the terminal. These supports allow circulation underneath the building. In this way they create 
permeability through the platforms and generate public spaces where the passengers can find entertainment areas.

CONCEPT
TheThe idea was inspired by the geometry of the arabic tiles (2D), and by typical harbour elements such as dikes (3D). The 
hexagon has been chosen because of its complex geometric shape which has the ability to cover all the two-dimensional 
space. The result is a SYSTEM. A series of structures called 'cells' of three different types (base, complementary and key, 
CATALOG-A) which are combined together (CATALOG-B) to generate the Terminal spaces. Since this cell growth could be 
infinite, it is limited in one direction by perimeter platforms where the administration and service areas are located.

AXONOMETRY & ROOF FLOOR
TheThe roof plan shows the metallic structure of the building. We can recognise two different structural systems: the 
orthogonal scheme of the platforms and the irregular frames of the cells. This metal 'skeleton' is covered by a ‘skin’ of 
GRC (or ivy for the complementary cells). The GRC is divided in single elements to make transport and assembly easier. 
The areas facing north are covered by transparent polycarbonate to allow natural lighting.

CROSS SECTION
TheThe section cuts complementary and base cells.  In this way we can appreciate the different materials which cover the 
two cells: Ivy and GRC. As well as the different functions: space for rest and transit space. The platforms contain the most 
private spaces of administration. The building includes a rainwater recycling strategy to irrigate the Ivy and a natural 

ventilation system.

CONSTRUCTIVE AXONOMETRY
FromFrom a structural point of view a steel frame has been adopted: in this way the long spans and the irregular shape of the 
building could be better managed. This metal 'skeleton' is covered in a ‘skin’ of GRC. There is only one exception: 
complementary cells are covered by ivy.

LONGITUDINAL SECTION
The key cells host the main areas of the building. The remaining areas are located in the base and complementary cells. 
We can appreciate in the render how the day light comes inside the building through one of the polycarbonate panels of 
the key cell (vestibule 1).
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