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LEARNING COMMUNITY 

The project is located in Lemoiz, a small village of 1000 inhabitants in the seaside of Biscay. Nowadays the school 
of Lemoiz is placed in the centre of the village and it consists of two main buildings: the school, historic building 
of 1850, and the old priest’s house. Due to the population increase the village has had, the number of school 
students has tripled in three years. So the infrastructure of the school do not fulfill the necessities of the students.  
“The school represented the relationship between both the individual and the society on one hand, and the family and the city on the other”. Hans 
Scharoun 

The current school is based on Learning Community as an educational system. This educational system involves 
the student, the teacher and also the citizen. In other words, all the community is involved in the education of the 
child. This system has its origin in the dialogical education, and that is why it is based on an education through the 
participation of the community  
“The school is a city with separate houses and linking streets, and its dense low-rise form, with constant exposure to the outside world via windows 
and rooflights of many kinds, means that the natural world is never far away.” Hans Scharoun 

The aim of the project is to create a new school typology that answers the necessities of the Learning Community 
pedagogical system. The traditional school typology is organized around the yard (playground), placing the more 
public functions at street level and the more private ones around the yard. This new school typology, however, is 
organized aroun the ‘town square’ (also playground), creating a new conexion between the student and the citizen 
(school-city/village). The more public functions (gym, dining room, administration, library) are placed around the 
‘square’, whereas the more private functions (classrooms) opened to the nature. So the school typology is inverted. 

It is worth noting the intervention proposed for the church, a building with a big historic-architectonic value. As 
the main religious building nowadays it is practically unused, the proposal is to integrate the library inside the 
church, and at the same time to create a small auditorium. Always respecting its religious function. On the other 
hand, the access to the belltower is rehabilitated and the old viewpoint is reopened to the public.  

The new buildings have been placed strategically around the ‘public space’ in order to mantain the existing flows. 
In this way the existing buildings with the new volumes emphasize the idea of square and at the same time they 
create a protected space for children (addressing the current problem that exists today with the not faced 
playground). For that reason in each access of the ‘square’ is placed a gate that will remain open or closed 
depending on the specific needs. 

The ‘town square’ is called ‘open space’ which works as a filter between the outside and the inside spaces. 
Directly connected with the meeting path, which leads us finally to the classrooms. The ‘open space’ is a focus 
that solves the problem of symbolic hierarchy. It allows us to have a complete view of a fragmentary plan. 
“The form of the school will organically mirror the essence of school life. For this reason, our system of organization cannot be based on the principle 
of addition. Lining up any number of technically functional rooms is not enough. The different sections of the school are all parts of the whole and 
work together like organs in an organism and organisms within wholeness.” Hans Scharoun 

All the classroom are connected by a meeting path. To achive a gradient privacy it is created a spacial sequence 
from the outside world to the classrooms, domestic spaces. Each student is placed in an atmosphere which makes 
reference to the society, first the family (classroom - unit), then the neighborhood (classroom group - building), 
later comunity (group of buildings) and finally the rural village. 

The wide open spaces which articulate circulation, make easier the meeting and conversation for social interaction. 
Interaction and participation are elements of a psychosocial developments which are present in the shape of the 
school spaces.  

A Primary School involves a very wide age range. and given that both visual perception and cognition are 
developed gradually, it is necessary to consider this development as a demand for the program. The design of the 
spaces and their relation with the surroundings change from a range to another. It is important to consider that 
chilhood is the playing age (gradual step to work, as a complement to the playing), and the individual ability 
nurturing, directing them to the common interest, as a social life democratic concept (Clapa- rède, 1905). 

As a consequence of what has been said before, and taking into account the school demands regarding student age, 
two ranges are distinguished: Infant School and Elementary School.  

Willing to answer the special features of infant processes, attetion is paid to famous Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget 
and his analysis of children’s development through a sequence of stages (cognitive stages of development), where 
world’s relation and interpretation is qualitatively different.  Classrooms are designed specifically taking into 
account every child’s psychosocial development.  

Infant Classrooms emphasize the social integration. The project aims to have familiar character classrooms, to 
generate a sense of protection. They have a cave or nest shaped disposition as home extension. Classrooms should 
be the character of protective niche. 

Elementary School Classrooms emphasize the imposition of discipline. As cognitive development allows the 
domain of geometry in understanding the objects and space, learning makes emphasis on rigor and skill 
development. They have more organic and open shape. The classroom should encourage concentration for primary 
students and to allow flexibility, as well as world domination.  


