
NURSERY IN ARTEIXO

The project aims to design a nursery in the city of Arteixo, Spain, where the birth rate is cur-
rently increasing due to, among other factors, the presence of the Inditex headquarters. The 
building is designed to accommodate children aged between 0 and 3 years old.

VOLUME AND PLOT

The idea is to find a simple and easy shape for children. The starting point is a symmetrical 
cross section that contains a static space for the classrooms. This piece is repeated for the staff 
area and separated by a communication space. Both pieces, classrooms and staff, are placed 
on different levels, adapted to the slope of the plot. 

Pulling out pieces generates the volume. The project aims to provide 3 voids by analogy of ur-
ban elements. The SQUARE would be the meeting point and the main entrance of the building. 
The COURTYARD would be the playground for the kids, controlled from every building spot. And 
the PARK would be the most irregular, with views over the neighbourhood and the extension of 
the classrooms. 

THE INTERIOR

The interior spaces are designed by two concepts: versatility and storage. The floor plan pre-
sents some parts as solids (WC’s, storage rooms) and some others as voids (classrooms and 
open spaces). A transformable wall made of folding mats divides the two classrooms of each 
age-level. This system allows connecting both classrooms with multiple alternatives.

The classrooms can be opened to the terraces by folding windows and linked to the rest of the 
building by folding walls as well.

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTIC AND MATERIALS

The structural system with cross-laminated timber works as a cardboard model: all the interior 
walls are supports. 

The simplicity of the volume is becoming more complex with the chosen materials. Indoors 
made of wood to create a warm and cozy environment for the children. Corrugated aluminium 
sheet as cover material, waterproofing and reflects the sun’s rays. And ceramic pipes as a bor-
derline, sometimes façade, sometimes fence. 

The building is designed as a “double box”: the inner box provides thermal and sound insulation 
and the outer skin protects against the weather conditions such as sun and rain. The space in 
between is slightly ventilated and allows the independence of the two decks. Due to the “double 
box” system and the use of natural materials such as structural timber and mineral fiber insula-
tion, high-energy efficiency is guaranteed.

CONCLUSION

The proposal project:
- Solves the slope of the plot and creates 3 open spaces: square, courtyard and park.
- Proposes a simple and recognizable geometric shape for the children, avoiding the volumetric 
multiplicity.
- Allows the maximum spatial versatility by mobile parts.
- Uses different materials according to their properties.

IEAP - 1256


