
CONCEPT

As human beings, our capacity to develop empathy, compassion and awareness has al-

ways been shaped by our experiences. One can not truly understand the complex beauty 

of natural life by gazing at nature through the lens of a camera, sitting inside a fenced en-

campment or visiting exhibitions. In relation to nature, we have developed and impressive 

array of boundaries that ultimately deprive us of creating experiences in and with nature.

Our challenge is, therefore, to bridge this gap between man and nature by eliminating fixed 

spatial boundaries and choreographing an intimate experience in which the visitors be-

come immersed into the fascinating landscapes and natural habitats of Kruger Park. The 

aim is to awaken, involve, educate and most importantly create an emotional connection 

between the visitors and the park’s wildlife.

The dissolution of boundaries implies replacing the idea of a centre which attracts visitors 

with that of a network of which visitors are a part of. 

ELEMENTS

The proposal consists of a series of relatively small, tree-like structures, which blend into 

the landscape. Strategically placed at the meeting points of animal grazing grounds, wa-

ter sources and vehicular access points, each eXperience tree forms a node of the visitor 

network. Serving as accommodation, pick-up point for activities, 24 hour observation hide 

and information centres, the structures also provide the necessary minimum supply of 

solar generated energy (PV cells integrated into canopy membranes), a wireless connection  

rainwater harvesting pouches during the wet season. 

Accommodating a maximum of 21 people per tree in an intimate but open setting, the 

eXperience trees provide an inhabitable structure used for attaching tents and canopies 

above ground level. This in turn allows for flexibility regarding of the use of each tree, be it 

purely touristic or research oriented. Various configurations can be achieved, thus, dynami-

cally meeting the needs of each type of visitor.

 

VISITOR PACK. THE SPECIES

We propose that access to the park shall only be provided via a hop-on hop-off service, car-

rying groups up to 12 people. Parking outside each gate can be utilised for personal vehicles.

Upon arrival, in exchange for an entry fee, each visitor will be given a personal pack con-

taining maps, information about animal species and a GPS tracker. The pack, allows each 

visitor to monitor the movement of significant animal species through wireless access, 

while being tracked themselves as one of the inhabitant species of the area.  

 

ENGAGING THE WILD LIFE

A key aspect of encouraging awareness and empathy towards nature is designing moments 

of close encounters in which wildlife can be observed unencumbered. In order to create 

this experience, the design allows for “face to face” meetings with endemic wildlife within 

a protected setting. 

As 12 year old, TED speaker, Richard Turere has discovered, one does not need fences to 

keep lions and other dangerous animals at a safe distance. Using Turere’s discovery, that 

small intermittent light flashes discourage dangerous animals from approaching an en-

campment at night, the proposal incorporates piezoelectric paving in the proximity of each 

tree. Adjustable to various weights and animals footprints, the piezoelectric paving gener-

ates the energy required to power a set of flashing led lights, thus ensuring that dangerous 

animals remain at a safe distance while allowing for observation.  
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