
A BAT TOWER IN FLORENCE, Firenze, Italy 2015 

Bats are mysterious animals, commonly seen as evil creatures and associated to the night and 

blindness. Actually they are animals at risk of extinction and that could mean a significant problem 

for the planet Earth. As other species, as bees, they provide to maintain ecological balance. They 

eat a lot of insects, especially mosquitoes, contribute to pollute a lot of plant species and their 

droppigs are really fertile. 

There are cities all over the world that try to restore biodiversity in their urban context, starting 

from recreate an inviting environment to wild animals. In particular, we can find many examples of 

Bat towers in Rotterdam, London, New York City, Geneva…etc. Bats are useful in the biological 

fight against various insects, so they could be “used” as natural and safe pesticides, even in 

agriculture too, that means big savings in terms of economy. 

Among the various insects, bats eat mosquitoes, a big problem for many cities: a Bat Tower could 

exhort bats to populate urban areas and so to reduce quantity of mosquitoes around the city and 

make a summer night out nicer.  

I studied a solution to protect these useful wild animals, suffering from environmental pollution 

due to urban invasion in natural landscape. Therefore, I could challenge myself in designing for 

non-human clients and I could use architecture for a higher purpose. A repeatable example of 

tower, specially designed for bats, with the aim of understanding, appreciating and envisioning a 

more productive relationship between architectural and biological systems. 

I proposed a bat themed park including diverse areas dedicated to different users: an educational 

area with a museum and a conference hall, a playground designed for children who can 

experience some of the main activities of bats, and finally all kind of laboratories specially 

designed for wild animals, in particular bats, so it could be possible monitoring and take care of 

them. A little opportunity to save biodiversity and restore it in an urban context as a city park. To 

invite bats to inhabit the park and the towers it would be better choose a zones near a water 

source, as a lake o a river, building the dwell in non-trested wood in the middle of a green area, 

limitate city lights and preserve a quiet zone. To attract bats we can plant some of attractive 

herbs, as oregano, rosemary, tobacco and many other good smelling flowers, that could be used 

by citizen as a sort of urban kitchen garden. 


