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ARCHITECTURE AND ROMANTICISM 
Today is the prelude for tomorrow. Anything an architect does affects the built environment – 
irrespective of whether it is for the better or worse. Objectively speaking, we have two extreme options 
of providing a point of reference for the future – the good and the bad. But objectivizing this field is like 
being able to count the number of buildings on the face of earth. We can only depict a degree of certain 
character in what we do as architects. Everything we do is with reference to nature, whether it is 
visualizing nature, complementing nature or symbolizing it. In any case its sustenance for the future 
generation is much more important than shallow immediate objectives. But at the same time, the 
programs must be dealt with appropriately with a touch of romanticism – because architecture is not 
just about functionality.  
We conceptualize ideas so that we can realize them in the form of buildings and we build in order to 
create habitable spaces for tomorrow. The degree of moving towards a projected future is determined 
solely by the actions of today. The ultimate motive of my thesis (apart from realizing project goals) is to 
understand and project an example of how the environment must be dealt with and how the 
architecture must interact with it - the idea is to portray one of many numerous solutions that would be 
best suited. Through this project, I have tried to dissect one of the problems faced by the world today 
and the objective is to provide a suitable solution. In this process, I would also like to portray that 
solutions to problems and formalized necessities need not be mundane or rudimentary.  
 
PROJECT OUTLINE 
Cities and civilizations have always been conceived along water bodies. Today, with the help of 
technological advances, man has made building cities and living in any environment feasible. The 
coastline, river banks and deltas, lakeside and other water bodies are few of the most exuberant and 
lively environments and provide the living for many settlements. However, they are the ones that face 
the greatest of threats. This project seeks to create awareness of the tide by constructing a landscape 
that engages directly with the water and offers a visual indication of water movement. A settlement 
with programs of multiple dimensions. The architecture of the place would ensure that the visual and 
psychological barrier between the outside world and the settlement does not exist.  
 
SITE 
Site plays an extremely important role in the shaping of the architecture. More so in this case where the 
programs are formed with reference to the site. As evident from the project outline, the site of the 
project would be along the coast of the Bay of Bengal, on the outskirts of the city of Chennai, where 
there is annual flood and cyclone damage. Any other coastline with similar characteristics would also be 
appropriate for the project in question. The process of site study, its evaluation and analysis is very 
important since it affects the emergence of the design to a great deal.  
 

The site and project chosen provide scope for both extensive detailing and a great deal of 
conceptualizing, which could best depict a summation of most of what I have learnt over 9 semesters in 
the course. The objective was to create a unique settlement that caters to the realities of organic 
architectural framework and a unique experience for the dwellers. The program, primarily residential 
and associated functions spread over a vast area of about 60 acres. Conscious effort and design was 
considered in order to intersperse the living with nature and community. The existing fishing settlement 
also being integrated in the planning process. The individual dwelling units also follow similar concepts 
that border in natural, considerate and comfort living.  


