
IDEA
Throughout history, the architecture of libraries has gone through a major 

process in order to respond to human change. The traditional meaning of a 
library is a building or room containing collections of books, periodicals, and 
sometimes �lms and recorded music for people to read, borrow, or refer to. Based 
on these de�nitions, libraries are mostly the places that contain big storage 
spaces and rooms for people to use sources. Therefore, they are mostly about the 
relationship between humans and books. 

Today, these de�nitions have been changed based on various circumstances. In 
the past, people used data in books and papers in order to reach knowledge, but 
technology has a�ected this connection. Data has di�erent meanings now, and it 
needs di�erent strategies of access. Architecture also needs to be more respon-
sive to the relationships between people rather than between people and 
objects. 

Public spaces are at the centre of attention today. Bay Book Hub is a response to 
humans’ relationship to data in the terms of architecture. One of the great advan-
tages of the current cutting-edge technology is the easy access to data. Knowl-
edge is not about a source which people should �nd and use anymore, but it has 
been decentralized from a single source and it dispersed between multiple sourc-
es in society. Bay Book Hub tries to create a house of the new shape of knowledge 
for the people who use it everyday in di�erent conditions through cell phones, 
TVs, etc. The new headquarters of the city sits right next to the Oakland Bay 
Bridge in order to share a story by architecture.

PROJECT
This project started by stacking di�erent layers of di�erent types of libraries in 

order to shed light on books and their various relationship with human beings. 
Time progresses from the bottom to the top of the Bay Book Hub. Reaching the 
highest level of the library is the last step in de�ning a platform for human beings 
to share their stories and data as a new way of gaining knowledge and also social-
izing in a speci�c space in San Francisco. Based on the initial concept, layers of 
history have been stacked on top of each other in order to tell a story about the 
relationship between humans and knowledge. Then there is a gap in this history 
which is a symbol of this detachment until reaching the ultimate de�nition of a 
library for tomorrow, looking like a �oating space in the crowded space of San 
Francisco. 

SITE
In order to respond to the biggest part of the public activities in San Francisco, 

Bay Book Hub sits next to the Oakland Bay Bridge for the view and public access. 
This project resides in the boundary between the noises of the city and the sound 
of water. The mixture of the sound waves from water and city noises creates a 
multi-level landscape which fades the boundary of the site.

PROGRAM
This project uses the mixture of di�erent functions in order make new public 
spaces, and makes a Hub for a great variation of people. This program contains a 
restaurant which sits in the water, and makes an amazing experience on the shore 
for people.
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