
  0 .  Parking
  1 .  Entrance hall / information
  2 .  Planetarium / stage area
  3 .  Kitchen
  4.   cold room
  5 .  Depot

  6 .  Common space / dining room
  7 .  Housing unit
  8 .  Studio / workshop
  9 .  Exhibition
10 .  View point
11 .  Observatory
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The human body is a measurable size defined by certain elements and dif-
ferent proportions. Opposed to the body, space is infinite and isn’t just de-
fined by our laws of physics. Even though lot’s of space has been mapped 
and calculated a lot still remains uncertain. For many years mankind has po-
sitions itself as being the centre of the universe from where space expands in 
a vertical direction. As a tool the observatory can be used to link these two 
together. This project approaches the connection between man and space.
The building is a mean to achieve a greater understanding of infinity. As a 
mountain rising above the ground, the hiker explores during his travel to the 
goal on the top. In the same manner its visitors explore the museum. As a 
small community it’s build from the ground where voids, paths, squares and 
niches can be explored. 
The museum takes the visitors on a journey composed by three steps.   
The first impression of the Museum is the planetarium as a starting point of 
the journey. It’s projecting the space into the building as a copy of reality.

horisontality & verticality

The Atacama desert stretches as a horisontal 
surface where mountains and hillsides are the 
indicator of space and marks monumental vol-
umes in the landscape in a vertical movement

The infinite and finite

The wanderer above the sea of fog shown as a 
individual in the middle of cosmos.
‘Der Wanderer über dem Nebelmeer’ by ger-
man artist Caspar David Friedrich (1818).
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Conseptual vision / Collage of mixed media

sitespecification, Atacama dessert - 1:2000

 san pedro
de atacam 11.000 meters

apex observatory 35.000 m

ro
ut

e 
27

80
0 

m

ew

s

Squares, paths and niches

Piazza del Campo in Siena as an example of a 
city structure evolved through a process per-
mitting continual adjustments creating paths, 
squares and niches fitting the human scale and 
movement of the body.

The body in movement

The human body is a device that explores and 
uses space through movement. Through this 
method it can develop the experience even fur-
ther as a journey through space

To invite or to reject

Through the use of voids and solids the meeting 
between people can be adjusted. Combining 
public and private space erases the boundary 
between them and reunites them in a new semi-
public space.

The three stages

These former five visions is in the creation 
three stages from where the concept has been 
made. A) The imagination, B) The journey C) 
the insight.

The curiosity and imagination for further exploration is now created. 
From here the journey starts and the investigation of the space begins.
The second part of the museum consists of private, public and semipub-
lic areas. Everyday users such as professors, students and volunteers 
inhabit the building. They are given the opportunity to live, study and 
teach there. Each Housing unit is combined with a studio and a study 
room, which is open to the public. These studios define a semipublic 
space where visitors can engage in the different studies and activities 
run by the inhabitant. As a city the Museum is made to lead the visitor 
around in the building going from narrow hallways to big open squares. 
The third and last part of the museum consists of meeting the observa-
tory. Here the link between the human body and space are connected. 
Through the lens the spectator gets an insight and understanding of 
space as an immeasurable size.

longitude section 1:200

elevation 1:500

cross section 1:200
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Plan description of level 0. THE IMAGINATION, 2. THE JOURNEY, 4. THE INSIGHT


