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Our view of the International Museum of Astronomy near S. Pedro de Atacama is not a simple infor-
mation provider of a science of the upmost importance; it is a bridge of connection between the uni-
verse and the visitor, between astronomy and society. Our proposal has been, since early conceptual 
stages, intrinsic with the location, and subsequently with the sensitive and cognitive conditions im-
plied by the Atacama Desert. We suggest interplay between the place and the built piece, a creation 
that thrives to express and underline the very poetics of the site itself. 

O�ering users the comfort they need to experience the museum in its fullness was a primary pro-
grammatic goal, thus, the project works as an underground shelter form the inhospitable conditions 
of Atacama, since its climate is very particular. Although it is experienced as extreme and inhospita-
ble, the temperatures are not that extreme, at least, not at the altitude of the site at 2500m. Solar 
radiation is important as it is paired with practically non cloud cover. As a result, people and buildings 
are exposed to a high degree of insulation during the day, almost all the year round. So if one is pro-
tected from the sun and the wind whilst enjoying the outside heat, we can experience one of the 
most enjoyable climates.

With interest in designing innovations that enhance sustainability, e�ciency, and interactivity in the 
museum we propose adobe as the main construction material, with all of its insulation properties 
implied, and the implantation soil as coverage for the block’s roo�ng. Designed to generate transi-
tional spaces between inside and outside that reduce energy needs, to provide natural ventilation, 
and to o�er a variety of di�erent sensorial situations. 

Programmatically, the project o�ers a distribution and articulation of spaces primarily based on the 
materialization of territorial cracks that de�ne the transient and permeable nature of the proposal.
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