
Introduction to the nature of Graduation Projects in the “Department of Architectural 
Engineering – The American University in Cairo (AUC): 

A topic is given by the supervising panel of professors to the entire graduating class, a group 
of 4 to 6 members are assembled to plan the main thesis statement and approach to the 
given topic and to develop a master plan, according to their chosen site. Each of the 
members chooses one of the 6 projects to be their individual architecture graduation 
project, while still collectively the 6 projects serve the main thesis statement. 

The Assigned Topic by the program:  

“Reconciling the Egyptian Identity, lost in the crack within its once was ONE Society”  

The general topic for our graduation project: 
For  our project, we chose a site based in an area gravely routed in the heart of the Egyptian 
history. The area of Magra el Oyoun in Cairo, the main aqueduct that once fed the entire 
citadel area with water was once a source of life.  

At our modern day, this historical aqueduct ceases to work, but rather act as a true 
separator between 2 major areas in the city of Cairo. It creates a crack between a single 
society. This area now hosts several number of dying traditional trades and crafts small 
workshops dispersed, as well as one of the biggest tannery centers in the Middle East. A 
series of leather tanneries in all sizes with deteriorating conditions and polluting 
consequences are infesting the area.  

Our vision was to create a true new city center inspired by the “Asatana” that aims to 
celebrate this once was source of life, by bringing all the human resources potential in the 
craftsmen as the heart of this new city center. Through the approach of this project,  a 
MAGNET bringing the left bits and pieces of the Egyptian Heritage which is represented in the 
set of arts, crafts and trades that distinguishes Egypt from any other, this Heritage that holds 
within the last traces of our Identity. 

A series of 6 projects flowing on both sides of Magra El Oyoun, stitching the crack in our 
society using our human potential, thus bringing back the attention of both the local and 
international touristic attention. 
The process of revival constitutes of creating a network between the existing potentials in the 
site and additional crafts from the surrounding area to allow this heritage to be transferred to 
the younger generations. Innovative and Technological advancements are integrated in the 
process of training to allow a stronger and bolder revival, thus a Vocational Complex is 
created. In the process of upgrading the craftsmen workplace, upgrading of his living space 
is needed, thus a Residential Complex is created. Later, a Trades and Crafts market is 
created through which the results of these activities can be showcased appropriately to 
reflect these skills and talents. This Magnet will attract the attention of the Egyptian Public 
through the activities and the history of the Aqueduct and eventually the attention of the 
Foreign tourist. Thus, Touristic Complex to serve this new audience. All the process of revival 



and its stages is portrayed in an Exhibition that is able to promote this idea of a model for 
reconciling the city to allow its spreading and application on a much bigger scale. 

The entire group’s Thesis Statement:  

"Rehabilitating the One-Track Mindedness To Digest Diversity Through Reviving The Authentic 
Human Resources". 

  



Introduction to the Trades and Crafts Market (my individual project): 

The concept:  

The Project design takes an extremely contextual approach that takes 
the openings of the Aqueduct, the contextual streets as the main drive 
for the paper folding motions that eventually creates the architecture 
of the Market. The space still holds the same experience that a 
traditional Egyptian marketplace provides its users. 

The image on the right shows the detailed form generation process. 

 The Program development into the Market Tour experience: 

The program creates the job of the connector between the main 
trades in the space through the leather workshops, copper workshops 
and wood workshops. In the intersection of each space with leather 
products line, a Hybrid workshop is created. 

As the image in the bottom shoes the Leather products workshops with 
the 3 level stages of leather and their intersection with copper and 
wood workshops and the Hybrid workshops. 

A consideration that the marketplace is still a public urban space, 
outdoor spaces intertwining in the market is created with space given 
for entertainment activities to take place. The section in the following 
page shows the treatment of the several needs of the market place in 
relation to the Aqueduct.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: The micro view of work/retail relation 

Figure 1: Form Generation Process Figure 3: Program Concept 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Conceptual Section in relation to the Aqueduct 

Figure 5: Illustration on the layering in relation to Aqueduct Opennings 


