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 New York is the apex of the modern 
metropolis. It has well developed infrastructure, 
transport, built environment and leisure spaces. 
In the center of Manhattan, Central Park is 
already a “must go” to anyone who visits or lives 
in NYC. Especially in the summer, this giant 
nature pavilion draws people to be there, 
enjoyingenjoying the shining sun, a relaxing walk, some 
live music or any other possible activity. But 
there is something that is draining people's 
attention and making a full park empty: 
connection.

 The overload of information coming through 
the airwaves has made people less aware of 
their surroundings. Although this 
connectiveness gives the feeling of more 
efciency in a goal-oriented day-to-day, it is 
also a cause of an inhabited, largely unlived, 
and unremembered life - day in and day out. 
TheThe Central Park is lled with details of colors, 
forms, sounds, and a rich variety of people from 
various ethnic and social backgrounds — and 
one aim of the project is to direct the focus of 
attention to the world that holds these details, 
to the people who share that space; in order to 
unravel all the unseen, unsmelled, and unheard 
ofof the New York City park and the vastness of 
sensation and awareness that bloom in there. 
 
 

 

 The measure we propose is to install four 
210 watts signal jammers, each one with an 
action range of 500 meters, in order to reach 
the whole park. It blocks frequencies from 800 
MHz to 2500 MHz, affecting from UHF voice 
bands to 4G signals. Its secure design 
prevents tampering, and it was built to 
withstandwithstand outdoor elements. The operation is 
held by a central remote control system, so unit 
operation is only by authorized personnel. The 
remote control unit can be used to activate and 
deactivate each frequency band separately, as 
well as simultaneously.

 This invisible architecture is an experiment: 
we cannot be sure of the results, only the 
questions. And our questions are: do people 
really need to access and be accessible 24/7? 
Is there value to be found in taking a step 
aside? Is it really in the architects' hands to take 
this kind of action? We cannot even know 
whetherwhether people will enjoy this, or revolt against 
it, effectively putting an early end to the 
experiment. But whatever the results are, we 
are sure that the insights gained will prove 
valuable to better understand the relationship 
between public space, digital space and 
people.


