
THE ANCIENT NILE MUSEUM

(the Ancient Nile Museum logo represents the triangular sail 
movement along the river, forming the three main letters - A; N; M. 
It’s a singular, linear cultural depiction that draws inspiration from 
the facade, shape and material of the building it represents)

The Ancient Nile Museum aims to be a new egyptian 
beacon for culture and education in the Edfu area, 
not only for the curious and the tourists but also for 
the people who live and work there that feel the river 
everyday.

1- View from rooftop patio.

2- View from inner gallery.

3- View from main entrance and docks.
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Idea | The history of the Nile river is the history of 
egyptians themselves and how they used it for food 
and transportation, transforming it into a strong physical 
and symbolic cultural cornerstone for over thousands 
of years. The relationship between sailing and farming 
is, therefore, the source for this project development. 
The fields themselves are physical semi-permanent 
spaces that fill the river margins but the boats are ever-
changing and flow with the river. The main objective 

was to establish that long-lasting relationship through 
a stationary representation of ancient boats and 
sailing methods and construction into the building 
itself, capturing the dichotomy of those different ways 
egyptians used and still use the river. A sailing building 
that respects the fields around it, embracing the river 
as part of its form, so it feels like a boat and a building 

at the same time, sailing through the 
fields of grass and water. Conceptually it 
uses symmetry to resemble the insides 
of a ship and traditional ancient egyptian 
architecture - temples, for instance. The 
shipyard was used as a formal template 
for all the wood columns that support the 
actual walkable spaces that shape the 
museum. This inside building forms a kind 
of ship hull that holds most of the program 
and exhibitions. The rooftop patio has 
several tensile membranes protecting 
it from direct sunlight, that resembles 
waves and river currents, as well as the 
facade, that resemble boat sails (square 
sails and lateen). There’s also a focus on 
the boat movement - up and down the 
river - behind the tensile membranes 
design of the facade.

Location | The building is placed next to 
the eastern shore of the river, where the 
sun rises - meaning birth and life. It has 
a view of some of the fields and houses 
where people work and live and tries to 
incorporate that into its spatial structure. 
It almost floats along the river, since it’s 
only connected to the shore by a single 
wide wooden plank - and secured to the 
riverbed by structural concrete pillars 
- allowing for most boats to dock to the 
building platform. The nearby roads, 
highway crossovers, post-office and train 
station are special and influential points 
of interest for easy access to the Ancient 
Nile Museum.

Materials | Egypt did not have any great 
forests nor many tall trees. Its native timber 
was mostly of low quality and could only 
be cut into short planks. Originally, rafts 
were made of bundles of papyrus, but 
then cedar and pine from Lebanon were 
imported to build ships, for fishing and 
transportation. These great ships and 
barges were often constructed from that 
Lebanese cedar wood, while the smaller 
boats were generally made of local timber. 
Therefore the idea that the building has 
this naval relationship with the river and its 
boats only gets stronger by using mostly 
lebanese cedar wood for its construction, 
alongside glossy aluminium for door and 
window frames and details and a white 
tensile membrane for the facade and 
rooftop elements.

“Water is life, river and Nile.” - Anonymous
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