
Arrival / Departure
open

Entrnace Hall
closed

Lobby
under

Theater
within

Outlook
at

Gallery
north

Gallery
east

Gallery
south

Gallery
west

MoAN 1241

Perception + Reflection

Light InterludeBeneath Water and Sky

Immersed Perspective

The Past + The Present Gallery Plan   1:500

Unfolded Section  1:500

Site / Lower Plan 1:1000
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The island of galleries orients itself to the axis of the 
river– dividing life and death, upper and lower kingdoms– 
each gallery focussed on a distinct direction as it relates 
to an important aspect of ancient Egyptian culture. Just 
as Egyptian temples had rooms built for specific spatial 
distinction, each of the galleries varies in size to provide 
a significant space for thematic curation. A large gallery 
exists for temporary exhibitions, and two statue rooms 
provide an inward focus.

Between rooms, a lattice of traditional symbolism 
reconnects to the modern Egyptian culture, while providing 
a interplay of light between galleries.

Each of the galleries looks outward to a significant element 
on the Nile. Through interpretive panels overlayed to the 
vista beyond, the museum creates a powerful connection 
between the past and the present.

The Nile was the life blood of ancient Egypt. From the 
beginning of their history, all aspects of daily life, culture, and 
religion revolved around the river; it divided the world of the 
living and the world of the dead, it created the dichotomy of 
the two kingdoms of upper and lower Egypt – with perfect 
symmetry the Nile governed the consciousness of this 
great and ancient civilization. 

The perception of the Nile River– and the ancient 
Egyptians– are disconnected from the modern cultural 
landscape that exists today. This project aims to address 
this misconception and demystify the antiquity of the 
ancient Nile. Through a continuously shifting perspective 
and experiential thresholds, the visitor reevaluates their 
preconceived notions of the Nile and is introduced to the 
fundamental role the river held for the ancient Egyptians.

Upon arrival, the visitors are confronted the vista of the 
Nile and the island of galleries suspended above it. The 
entrance hall leads beneath the river, creating a dramatic 
conceptual and physical disconnect from the Nile. From 
here, through a continually changing relationship to the 
river itself, the museum offers the opportunity to present 
visitors with a new perception of Nile.
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