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For centuries the river Nile has been shaping 
both the landscape and the lifestyle and culture 
of the people living there. The project of this 
museum is results from a need to emphasize the 
bond between the river and its banks and at the 
same time to give people an opportunity to expe-
rience it. 

The museum is located on the East side of the 
Nile where sand and water meet, leaving the 
Nile’s lush vegetation on one side and human 
settlement on the other side. Treating the 
museum as a heterotopia ad infinitum connects  
the Garden of Eden, a natural landscape the Nile 
once had, with the landscape created by 
humans,humans, which represents today’s paisajes of 
the Nile. 

Linear typology of a museum allows its pro-
grammes to develop chronologically, starting 
from the very beginning. Morphological charac-
teristics of the terrain, sand rock and the river, 
remodelled the structure adjusting it to its con-
text and making it a part of coexistence of the 
Nile and its banks. It allows river to splash over 
the museum’s plateau. The museum is cut into 
the rock and at the same time it integrates the 
rock into its interior. 

The materialisation of the museum follows a 
deeply rooted Egyptian building tradition relying 
on mud bricks. Having in mind that it is built on 
the very location, by the local craftsmen using 
the benefit of the environment, the museum is 
yet another contribution to the local economy 
and pays a tribute to the cultural tradition. 

TheThe entrance to the museum starts with a dock, 
followed by a path which goes through the 
Garden of Eden, gradually transforming from 
colonnade to massive pylons. Columns continue 
running through the interior forming hypostyle 
halls in the exhibition spaces. Communication in 
the museum is regulated with a system of stair-
waysways and ramps, eventually leading to an open 
platform where tourists can bask in the Sun. 
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