
CLIENT CONDITIONS
 The project involves of the transformation of an old building which is destined to store a non-drinking 
water source for Paris, its aim is to create a place for the Haute Coutureʼs pair of designers.
 Viktor & Rolf is a fashion house with head office in Amsterdam, Netherlands. The firm was founded in 
1993 by Viktor Horsting and Rolf Snoeren. Until now, they have lacked headquarters in Paris, where the most 
important fashion firms meet, like Fondation Cartier and Fondation Louis Vuitton.

PRIVATE AREAS

  The project proposes to create their headquarters in Paris, not only at professional level, but also 
personal. Including housing and private workshop, in addition, a collective workshop, where they could work with 
collaborators, and its necessary facilities.
 The main characteristic of designers is to be lovers of organic surfaces and continuity of forms. On the 
other hand, throughout their professional trajectory they have showed their passion for everything which seems 
fantastic. They consider that there is a very narrow limit between the realistic and the surrealist; they are much 
attached to this concept.  

PUBLIC AREAS

 Their main economic engine is to sell fragrances, so the new headquarter must have a space adapted 
for it, Perfume Shop. On the other hand, their great addiction is the Haute Couture and to develop it needs 
different spaces: presentation and sale. The project must houses a Catwalk or Showroom Dynamic with its 
associate Workshop Dynamic, where the models could prepare for parade. In addition, the building has a variety 
of spaces that can house static exhibitions such as Showcase or Showroom Static. A place more private is planned 
for Haute Couture Store, where clients are personally treated. 

CONTOUR CONDITIONS
 This plot locates in the centre of Paris city, which is the fashion city without a doubt. It is the reservoir of 
Passy in the 16th arrondissement Paris between the rue Lariston and the rue Copernic. This reservoir, which is fed 
by the Seine, was built between 1858-1866, during the Second French Empire. 
 Its amazing feature is that it sits five stories high above ground, open to the sky composed of four 
pools (4.400 m2, 670 m2, 2.500 m2 and 2.200 m2), which are encircled by wondrous wall 3-2 meter thick. The 
project develops in the south pool with 2.200 m2 of surface, from which users could stand over below a clear view 
of the Eiffel Tower. 
 The project involves to empty of the structure of this pool and its covert through one continuous 
structure spread over of 2.200m2; one organic mesh which generates two worlds from its undulation. Simulta-
neously, keeping the main conditions set by the location in order to give a benefit the new program:

PORTENTOUS WALL

 The brick wall of the former reservoir is reminiscence of the Second French Empire age in Paris. For this 
reason, the wall is a key element in the project, which uses as a belt and protector of the program. In addition, the 
strong structure is used in order to resist the axial forces of The Mesh.  

WATER

 The key character of the location is water like architectonic element. This element is managed to show 
the constant cyclical change concept which is own of the fashion. Each season cause this cyclical change in the 
landscape on the roof.

PROJECT SITE

 The privileged environment is accompanying landmark places like Arc de Triomphe, Jardins du 
Trocadero or Eiffel Tower. For this reason, a high tourist inflow fills the streets so that how show it to the outside 
could be other key piece in the project.

THE MESH
 The project is collected private and public program, which have some remarkably difference of use. 
It is an added complication. However, whole program needs to relate with itself, it is the essence of the project. 
With the aim of achieving it, The Mesh is planned in order to hug each of the programs while it is allowed its 
fusion and its independence depending on the situation required.
 The first configuration of The Mesh arises from the necessary volumetric of each application; the set 
is organized around the two proposed access points. It is a continuous ground plan whose surface has slight 
variations of the slope so that created space could be divided without closing it.
 These access points are two: 
-First, from Rue Copernic, this street is less crowded. The access is absolutely exclusive of the designers. It is a 
hidden access to passers-by as it is at end of the narrow alley between the massive wall and the adjoining 
building. 
-Secondly, from Rue Lariston, the project is opened like a vertical gap for the passers. It is the only cut on the 
thicked wall. This access shows to the outside to harmony between two worlds: under and on The Mesh. In 
contrast to the first access, Rue Lariston access tries to attract everybody's attention.
 Finally, the string of applications is adjusted to get the specific slopes, valleys and plateaus within the 
building. The extraordinary fluidity to the building is lent by the topography and the eight holes in the 
structure, of varying dimensions, emphasised it.
 Holes in The Mesh are strategically distributed around continuous ground plan; thus, resting areas or 
working areas, where staff or clients spend a lot of time, are natural enlightened. At the other end of the 
spectrum, the dark areas without natural illuminated to be held for transitional zones and lightened artificially.
 So, eight light wells appear in the project in order to organize the open landscape into zones of 
activity together with the contours. These zones are not physically partitioned so that atmospheres can blend 
into one another. The different illuminated partnerships create a relationship between the spaces and people 
inside.
 In addition to illuminating, two of these holes are used as vertical communication between the two 
worlds already mentioned. The surface of The Mesh includes some deep slopes, which work like reservoir of 
water. Furthermore, it sets a division by a physical limit. This limit allows coexistence between private and public 
space; so, the two designers receive an intimate, natural and changing space. The landscape is not static 
because the water is shallow or deep depending on the season.
 The Mesh work to allow the accumulation of water in the low areas in order to maintain the essence 
of the construction as a reservoir. These low areas in the roof translate into the inner space as the division of 
different uses and contribute to these delimitations of space without barriers.
 Also the holes contribute to it; it can divide in two types: skylight and glass box. The glass boxes are 
glazed and create a series of gently rounded supports. The yards are social spaces and provide a visual link 
between the interior and exterior.
 On the other hand, the topography of the interior space has subtle slopes to lead the way of users. 
Although the access of both streets has different height the floor is continuous inside the building. In this way, 
the designers could access from private area to every building through moderate slopes.
 All programs are developed fluently in the same floor, but the housing is studies like exceptional 
element because it requires a special treatment. It is the most private program in whole building. For this 
reason, the housing is placed in other level organizing the spaces around one of the eight holes.
 The structure focuses a reinforced concrete mat slab. The substructure is free-curved-surface 
reinforced concrete shell. The geometry of The Mesh derives from a geometric analysis so as to be a free 
curved surfaced shell with little load transmission. It uses a hollow slab to reduce the structural self-weight at 
every part except in the extreme concave and convex areas which are reinforced with auxiliary armature. The 
slab structure is reinforced with a concrete beam along its perimeter. This concrete beam travels inside of 
forceful wall. This wall resists the horizontal thrust a shell structure particularly causes.
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