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The project consisted in reactivating one 
of the unused piers in the Port of San 
Francisco through two interventions: 
firstly, the creation of an urban park, 
which represents a contribution to the 
public space of the city; and secondly, 
the conception of the Bay Book House 
(BaBH), a building complex intended 
to be the new hub of knowledge and 
information exchange; a new generation 
of the traditionally known libraries that 
would embrace the virtues of technology. 
Therefore, the project relies on the 
rapid development of the technology 
which permits to store digitalized books 
in a server and to share the data with 
thousands of users at the same time in a 
large digital library that can be consulted 
both inside and outside the building. 

Nevertheless, this project acknowledges 
that the possibility of reading a book 
on paper is a pleasure that should 
prevail in time. With this in mind, the 
Library Rooms were located in the six 
cantilevered volumes that are inserted 
in the two semicircular structures, which 
accommodate the Media Centre Hall. 
This organization seeks to conceptually 
represent the way in which the written 
bases of knowledge are held together 
by the digital world, allowing the 
conservation of the book’s content in 
time. 

Additionally, in the spaces between the 
six Library Rooms, were inserted facilities 
such as Conference/Audivisual Rooms, 
Informal Reading Spaces (the so-called 
chill-out areas defined by hectic furniture 
organization), Private Study Rooms and 
Coffee/Tea shops, accomodating around 
2,000 users. 

The building  complex is settled in the 
urban park permitting physical and visual 
permeability, achieved by passages 
through the glass walled blocks in the 
ground level, which demarcate the 
boundaries of the spaces dedicated to 
Bookshop, Restaurant and Exposition 
Rooms (where cultural events and 
exhibitions would take place). 

The park consists of a radial configuration 
of pedestrian/bicycle pathways that 
expand in multiple directions, connecting 
the diverse areas of the park: green, 
gravel and wood paved areas, which 
can be used not only as meeting points 
or centers of events but also as open-
air reading areas. These areas can also 
be found at the rooftops gardens, from 
where users will be able to enjoy the 
most exciting views of the surroundings. 
The rest of the roof surfaces are simply 
equipped with solar cell tiles.

Further facilities are provided by bicycle 
parking areas inside the park, and a car 
parking area that extends from the street 
front until the next pier towards south.

The materials used for the façade are 
glass curtain walls, wood louvers (to filter 
the direct sunlight) and insulated metal 
panels, whose golden tones recall one 
of San Francisco’s popular names: The 
Golden City. 

Morphologically, the shape of the 
building complex represents a duality. 
On the one hand, its circular base 
encloses the space, giving a sensation 
of shelter, of protective boundary. On the 
other hand, it represents openness to 
the surroundings, and through the radial 
configuration of the volumes it obtains a 
360° view of the panorama, as if it were 
a golden sun radiant from knowledge. 


