Agriculture Cooperative ED TAI

Makeni, Sierra Leone

We are located in Sierra Leone (West Africa) and more specifically in Makeni, the fourth largest city and the
capital of the province of Bombali, the poorest. Makeni, represents the African intermediate city, urban challenge
of the moment worldwide. The growth ratios are very high and are not associated with an increase in per capita
income of citizens. Such rapid growth, coupled with the prevailing globalization makes construction techniques
are expensive and are not optimal.
The agricultural cooperative of Makeni is contextualized as one of the actions of the Strategic Plan for Urban
Development of Makeni being carried out within the agreement between the Universities (North and South) and
Makeni City Council.
My relationship with this project (territorial scale) begins in the elective course in Basic Habitability. This project is
meant as a continuation of the work of Land and Urban Planning I made during and which today still working.
The Final Project is dealing the scale of the building. Consistency between the scales is one of the strengths of
the Project
The purpose of the project is a reflection about low cost constructive process, conducting an exploration of the
use of bamboo as an alternative low-cost material for the design of construction aids in the case of Makeni. In
contexts such as the Sierra Leonean, 5th poorest country in the world, which also do not exist in the nation or
architects or architectural education, the special emphasis is the development of an optimal construction process
adapted to the reality of life in Makeni.
This project gives an answer reinterpreting traditional African construction techniques, assuming that the
reduction of costs in construction in these contexts involves directly reducing the price of materials (because the
labor that has almost no weight in budgets).
The reflexion of the construction process is the most important part of this project. The extraordinary auxiliary
equipment for the construction of the BTC vaults are not design only to be efficient at work but also are reused
and become the architecture itself. Generating an architecture "zero waste".
In cooperation projects, phases of project development are particularly important.
The sharing of best construction techniques is the priority. This objective is more important in contexts such as
Sierra Leonean. The key tool of the project is to control and assume that housing, like the African city, it is not a
product but a process. In itself, the simple repetition of the domes designed by the proposed geometry, makes it
an open project for the enlargement process.
In parallel, the first phase of the project will generate land shells and bamboo. The first phase involves a greater
economic impact and the need for trained personnel. In later stages, these shells will go through mezzanines
colmatando under design.Thus we speak of an architecture for densification and filling.
This project is an example of how to make low-cost architecture and high quality, creating beautiful spaces with
poor materials like earth or bamboo and adapting to the reality of life Makeni.
The building materials used are known by the citizens of Makeni. The project takes into account the
standardization and industrialization of the construction process that allows these pieces can be replicated in the
future.
In short, a sensitive project with the reality that is implemented not only physical reality, but also social reality.
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