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The Power of Playground 

Why not? 

“Children know much better how they want to learn”  

said Olli from Jarvenpaa, director of kindergarten. 

 

When I first started to do my research on new ways of educating, I found different types of theories 
regarding on how children must learn in a new post-industrial world. There are different views on how 
to approach a children just like Van Kvyd Pyramid or how to apply divergent thinking, but also which 
scenarios we have to build to make them grow into this new unknown world.  Here, I get trouble with 
myself.  

How can I designed new spaces for future adults which will leave in a future world?  

What anyone thought about was COVID-19. So, when I designed this new exploring powerful spaces, I 
am trying to convert any space, your house, apartment, actual nursery, kindergarten into the spaces 
contemporary educators think children must learn. In Latin-America, it is very difficult to access to 
building areas where you can develop brand new modern nurseries or kindergarten. Most of the times, 
you are dealing with old apartments or houses. But now, it is not only Latin America who is dealing with 
these issues, the whole world is going into a process of digital education and isolation.  

How can we turn houses into creative spaces for children?   

With these two questions in mind, I created colorful, playful, creative, distinctive spaces based on some 
concepts: 

• Kids need to explore and play in a digital active creative social free space.  
• Kids need to be equality time outdoor. They explore nature, see the sun, understand the cycle of 

life. In the best scenario, it would be going into parks, forest, etc near the building/house. 
• Kids need to be mixed; ages are not important.  
• Kids need to develop their emotional skills, how they use they five senses and how to regulate 

feelings. 
• Kids need to discover themselves. “Who Am I?” and the culture around them 

All in all, these concepts describe “the power of play” , since it benefits cognitive, social, emotional and 
physical development. Children are engaged in opportunities to learn. 

The spaces I designed can be adapted into any building where a nursery could be launched.  

• Multi-purpose walls:  Creating furniture with different colors and shapes, corners to read and to 
save materials. Creating digital walls to play with electronic new era apps. Creating wall with 
shapes and moving objects, (lego wall) for divergent thinking. Creating walls with scalators and 
chalkboards. Creating walls with mirrors and windows eyes to green areas, so they get to know 
themselves, understand who they are.  
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• Multi-purpose objects in the floor: Creating different shapes, comfortable seating such as bean 
bags or smooth textures so they can climb, seat, jump, walk. Tutors are in the same level as 
children and they work  like guiders. 

• In-Out Spaces: You can adapt the space and try to do activities where you go throw the inside 
and outside of the building all the time, you can see the sun, you have de green grass inside the 
building, you can play with sand, you can climb walls, etc. I also added the idea of the orchard, 
so as to understand cycle of life, this activity can be done also in houses with children in a little 
backyard. 

• The big green area: this is the extensive patio where you can play outside, move freely, interact 
with other kids and learn physically.  

In conclusion, I think that designing and building spaces for creativity can be done with little resources, 
even at quarantine time. We know that the best and the ideal way is to have all the constructive details 
and high technology resources to build a nursery for children from the future world, but we are in a 
different situation, so we have to adapt our architecture, think on cheap but loyal materials to work with 
to transform the spaces we have into spaces for innovation. 
 

 

 


