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About Arquideas 
 
Arquideas is a community of architecture and 
design students and young professionals.  
 
Arquideas’ main goals are to showcase the 
talent and creativity of these young people and 
to contribute in bridging the gap between the 
academic and professional spheres of 
architecture and design. 
 
Through its competitions, Arquideas seeks to 
encourage the participation of this community 
in the current architectural discussion. The 
objective is that they generate a selection of 
quality proposals that provide solutions to the 
issues posed in the competitions. 
 
Participants have the possibility to present 
their proposals to society and, at the same time, 
become familiar with a format that more and 
more often allows access to the most attractive 
international commissions. 
Arquideas will showcase on its website the 
works presented in each competition and 
include the awarded works on international 
architecture magazines, specialized webs and 

blogs, in order to promote the best proposals 
and their authors. 
 
By showcasing the proposals presented in each 
competition, Arquideas gives participants the 
opportunity to improve their CVs by winning 
one of the prizes or special mentions which are 
awarded by an international renowned jury. 
 
 
About Spring Hotels 
 
Established in 1985, Spring Hotels Group is a 
Spanish corporation currently formed by three 
4-stars hotels located south of Tenerife. 1076 
rooms are distributed between Arona Gran 
Hotel, Hotel Bitácora and Hotel Vulcano. 
These hotels work with the determination to 
purvey unforgettable holiday experiences by 
providing an excellent service based on a 
quality product and, especially, on a big team of 
people characterised by their passion, 
professionalism and reliability.  
 
In the last few years, Spring hotels has fully 
renewed its corporate identity and refurbished 
its establishments by incorporating design to its 
brand culture and boosting its relationship and 
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specialization in Tenerife as key element for 
standing out amongst the big chains that 
operate in destinations like this. Its corporate 
slogan is proof of that: “Tenerife at heart”. 
 
Spring Hotels is experiencing a process of 
modernisation. During the last few years, it has 
stood among others in the hotel industry thanks 
to its compromise with innovation. For 
example, it is the first hotel chain in 
incorporating Artificial Intelligence into 
customer experience: they have recently 
launched Mr. Spring, the first virtual butler in 
this business. 
 

 
 
The competition 
 
Tenerife is an island of the Atlantic Ocean 
which belongs to the Canary Islands 
archipelago. With a land area of 2,035 square 
kilometres and 894,700 inhabitants, it is the 
largest island in the archipelago and the most 
populated island in Spain. 
 
It is characterized by its diversity, climate and 
authenticity. An island with an unique charm 
that has served for many years as a quality 
tourist spot for many national and international 
visitors. 
 

Many hotel corporations have shown their 
interest in setting their establishments and 
providing tourists with attractive stays on the 
island. 
 
Given this context, Spring Hotels Group has 
recently acquired a plot of 62,000 square 
meters for building a new hotel of 525 rooms, 
in one of the main areas in expansion of Arona, 
tourist municipality south of Tenerife, where 
the other three hotels of the chain are located. 
 
The future project will concentrate building on 
the north and east side of the plot in order to 
have the maximum free space possible for 
developing the proposals of this Spring Hotels 
Design Challenge. 
 
It is key to achieve a WOW effect both on 
clients that will benefit from the experience 
proposed by the space and clients that will 
enjoy the view from the terrace of their room. 
Each of the 4 floors has views to the common 
area that will contain pool and leisure areas. 
 
This great space must meet the requirements 
that will challenge hotel industry in the next few 
years. The search for elements and unique 
spaces that enable an ideal context for having 
truly unique experiences and feelings is key 
when a hotel wants to be recognized as a 
benchmark on the international market. 

It should be taken into consideration that this 
huge open-space of 32,000 square meters 
must offer unique experiences to customers of 
different profiles and not suffering any 
fragmentation, because one of the reasons for 
purchasing this plot was to use its dimensions 
as an element for standing out amongst 
competitors. The quality of the proposal must 
compensate the fact the plot is not situated on 
the waterfront. 
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Object 

The objective of the present competition for 
students of architecture and young architects, 
Spring Hotels Design Challenge, consists in 
proposing a unique and spectacular landscape 
that must make of the hotel’s outdoor areas an 
iconic space that, thanks to the quality of the 
design, its uniqueness and the experiences that 
it will propose, becomes the main actor in 
attracting and awaking the desire of future 
customers. 

An attractive leisure space containing different 
activities that provide clients with a unique 
experience in the tourist business. A place of 
reference in the current tourist scene.  

It should also be taken into consideration that 
the hotel will accommodate couples looking for 
tranquillity, these will be located on a quieter 
area on the east, away from the main street; 
families looking for fun and leisure activities for 
their kids, these will be located on the west 
area; and another profile of clients too. 
Maximum capacity is 1,000 people. 
 
The challenge is to emphasise the magnitude of 
the plot and transform this big outdoor area 
into the element that makes the hotel a unique 
place of reference in the Canary Islands. 
 
 
Uses 
 
The proposals must contain the following uses: 
 
A big sheet of water that includes swimming 
and leisure areas. This element must be able to 
organise distinguishable leisure and rest areas 
according to different customer’s profiles, 
without losing the plot’s feeling of openness.   
 
Gardens or native plants that structure the 
space and endow it with personality, spatial and 
sensorial richness. 

A big and unique palapa that endows the place 
with character and brings together the 
elements of the ensemble (from a central point, 
due to operational reasons). It will 
accommodate the gastronomic centre that 
provides service to the whole proposal.  
A unique vertical element as main attraction 
for the family leisure area that must be visible 
from the main street. It will serve as lure for the 
thousands of tourists that walk along the street 
which is the main access to the tourist area. 
 
The concept, the guiding thread of the 
proposal, must help in building up the 
storytelling upon which the hotel’s marketing 
strategy will be based.  

 

 
 
Location 
 
Proposals must be located inside a plot of 
62,000 square meters in one on the main areas 
in expansion of Arona, tourist municipality 
south of Tenerife. 
 
The field of action is specified in the 
competition’s graphical documentation. 
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Call 
 
This competition is open to all students, recent 
graduates, graduates or post-graduates of 
architecture or related degrees, individually or 
in teams made up of a maximum of four (4) 
members.  
 
Recent graduate means a person graduated 
within the five (5) years before the competition, 
this is 2013 or later. 
 
It is an international call. 

 
It is only possible to present one proposal, in 
teams or individually. 
 
This competition is closed to anybody who has 
participated in its elaboration, who has 
personal or professional ties to the 
organisation. 
 
Jury members will declare the competition null 
and void if the quality of the proposals does not 
meet a minimum or if the number of received 
proposals is not enough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Queries 

 
Questions about this competition can be sent 
to competitions@arquideas.net during the 
period indicated in the schedule included in 
these Terms and Conditions. 
 
Arquideas will answer any query posed during 
the agreed period and publish on its web page 
the answers that may be interesting for the rest 
of participants, with the purpose of improving 
the comprehension of the project and thus 
having a satisfactory income. 
 
Any necessary documentation can be 
downloaded from www.arquideas.net during 
the duration of the competition. 
 
 
Documents 
 
Each participant or participant team will design 
a single, vertical, Din A-1 panel that contains 
the project’s ideas. Panels must show on the 
upper right-hand side the team’s identifying 
code which is generated during the registry 
process. Any proposal which does not show 
such identification in accordance to the 
aforementioned conditions will be exempted 
from the selection process and annulled 
(Example:  SHDC 0000). 
 
The documentation contained in the panel is to 
be freely chosen by each participant or team 
and must help the Jury to understand the 
proposal in the best possible way. For the 
comprehension of the project, it is 
recommended to include at least the following 
documentation: 
 
- Representative plans and elevations 
- Characteristic section 
- Image or rendering of the ensemble 
- Short explanatory report 
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All documents included in the proposal must 
be written in Spanish or English. 
 
Any documentation that does not meet the Din 
A-1 format will not be evaluated by the Jury. 
 
It is mandatory to send two (2) files in the 
following formats: 
 
- PDF file in a vertical Din A-1 format 

(594x841 mm) with a maximum 
recommended size of 8Mb. 

 
- A JPG version of the proposal for its correct 

visualisation on the website, with a maximum 
size of 1,500 px wide. 

 
Proposals must be submitted through 
www.arquideas.net before the deadline showed 
in the schedule included in the present Terms 
and Conditions.  
 
The deadline is the appointed day until 24:00 
h (GMT +0:00 London time). Please have in 
mind this is an international competition and 
therefore it is necessary to pay attention to the 
time zone from which you participate. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jury 
 
The jury of this contest will consist of the 
following members (their CV are available for 
consultation on the website under the Jury 
section): 
 

Miguel Villarroya 
General Manager at Spring Hotels Group 

 
Raúl Domínguez 
Marketing and Innovation Manager at Spring 
Hotels Group 

 
Javier Molowny 

Partner Architect at Makin Molowny Portela 
and Co-founder of Arquideas 
 

 
Criteria 
 
The submitted projects will be evaluated by the 
Jury according to the following considerations: 
 
- Quality of the architectural proposal 
- Ability to clearly express the project’s 

concept 
- Ability to pivot the marketing strategy 
- Response to the needs programme 
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Prizes 
 
The following prizes will be awarded to the 
proposals that best meet the purpose of the 
competition: 
 
1st Prize 
 

2,000 euro + a two-day stay at one of the 
chain’s hotels. 

 
2nd Prize 
 

1,000 euro + a two-day stay at one of the 
chain’s hotels. 
 

3st Prize 
 

500 euro + a two-day stay at one of the 
chain’s hotels. 

 
 
Arquideas will sent a supporting document of 
the prize to those proposals that have obtained 
one of the aforementioned prizes. 
 
Money prizes are subject to taxes in 
accordance to current regulations. 
 
 
Schedule 
 
September 7th, 2018    
Registration period opens 
Consultation period opens 
 
October 7th, 2018 
Registration period closes 
Consultation period closes 
 
October 8th, 2018 
Deadline for submission of proposals 
 
November 1st, 2018 
Publication of Jury’s decision on the web 
Virtual exhibition 

Registration 
 
The registration period is comprehended 
between September 7th, 2018 and October 
7th, 2018. 
 
This “Spring Hotels Design Challenge” call is 
free. 
 

 
 
Exhibition and publication 
 
All submitted proposals will be part of a virtual 
exhibition on www.arquideas.net, with a special 
focus on the awarded proposals, special 
mentions, finalists and Arquideas Special Prize. 
 
The top three proposals and the special 
mentions will be published by the collaborating 
publishing houses and on our usual channels of 
communication (Facebook and Twitter). 
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Property rights 
 
All submitted documentation will become part 
of the Arquideas archive. Arquideas reserves 
the right to promote and publish the submitted 
proposals. Thus, entering this competition 
means the concession of all rights of 
broadcasting of the submitted works to 
Arquideas Gestión de Concursos, S.L. 
 
The submitted material may be published on 
virtual galleries of Arquideas’ website or by any 
of the collaborating publishing houses. 
 
Arquideas reserves the right to adapt the 
content of the submitted proposals to ensure 
their correct publication, not modifying the 
project in any possible way. 
 
In the event of detecting that any of the 
submitted proposals have been plagiarized, the 
proposal will be automatically excluded from 
the competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notes 
 
Arquideas reserves the right to modify the 
competition schedule in the event of any 
circumstance beyond the control of the 
company holding the competition, for the 
correct developing of the competition.  

 
These changes will be dully published in our 
website. 
 
Arquideas accepts no responsibility for any 
possible violation of these Terms and 
Conditions by the collaborating corporations. 
 
Participants entering the competition accept 
compliance with all Terms and Conditions. 
It is recommended to submit the projects 24-
48 h before the deadline. Formats must be 
respected in order to avoid uploading errors. 
 
It is important to validate the accounts of all 
team members. 
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